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Tog LATE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL LARoR
Coxvextion.- It bas already been stated that
Wuham H Sylvis, the President of the National
Labor Union of the United States, died on Tues-
day, at his residence, 10 Pinladelphia, of conges-
tion of the bowels.
Mr. Sylvis has for twenty years heen a promi-
nent Jeader jn the labor movement in the United
States, and haes aided in the organization of a
number of co operative and other societies hav-
ing for their object the benefit of laboring men.
At the National Labor Cougress, which com-
monced its sessions in New York city on the 21st
September 1ast, ke was chosen president.
Mr. Sylvis was born in the towu of Armagh,
Indirna connty, Pennsylvama, November i6th,
1828, of foreign parents, bis mother being a na-
tive of Irciand and his father of ¥rance. His
father was a wagon maker, poor, and in the
fivancial depression of 1857 fouud it difticult to
rovide for his iarge family of teu chiidren, and
Villiam determined to sec if he could not help
himself.
He went to work first apona farm, and after-»
wards at a blast furnace—taus laboring uatil he
was 18 years of age, when he began to learn the
trade of an iron moulder. TUutil 1852, when+he
removed to Phi adelphin and married, all his
surpius earnings were scut to assist his father
Indoing this he neglected his education, but
minaged to oblain considerable mformation
from o k , to which he devoted his lcisure
fionrs. e pursued bis studies with assidulty,
and profted bly all that he read, becoming a man
of canaldgrable promineuce among his fellows.
Tn 1863 he \¥5s e“é“i@l president o the Iron
Monlders' Interuat on‘el Unjon, apd tras re-
elected flve terms In zncceseiep,  Mr. $ylvis be-
came ldentifed with the 1abor reforin nfovément
at 1t3 inception in 1855, and in 1857 took an active
part iu dicecting its operations, After the close
of the war Mr gyu‘ls suggested the idea of call-
jz a conventlon to orzamize a national labor
union. Three men, himself one, met at his ofiice
and ctlalledba cotilucil (ir thetpmsxdents of ]:,l[xe
geveral Jubor unions to mee New York in
Matci, 1!35. Dol that ¢o anIB Mﬁué dad the
cal for the Baltimore Labor Congress in August,
1866, which be was unable to attend, by reason of
friluess. 1le attended the congress at Chicago,1n
1867, and presented an able address.
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