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THE LABORING MAN’S HONME,

Untted Hintes Kenntors Picking Up
Somo Valuable Information,

¥Frow the New York Tribuve.

The United States Senate commitiee on
education and labor yesierday inspected
gome of the homes of laboring people in
this city. The committee is to make s re-
poert on the relations between capital and
labor and to recommend such remedial leg-
islation as 1t may deem bencficial in im-
proving the condition of the workingman,
aud also to adjust the difterences between
capital and labor. The committee started
irom the Filth Avenue hotel about noon
ucder charge ot VW, E, Frink, a Central
office detective. The first place visited was
a cheap lodging house at No. 204 Chatham
street. Atthat place rooms are rented st
twenty-five cents a night or $1.00a week. A
room Is about six feet long andfive feet wide
and containg a cot with a straw mattress,
snd o small closet in which to hang clothes.
The partitions Letween the rooms only ex-
tend about half way to the celling, thus fur-
nishipg air and light Irom above. The
“Progress kouse,” first visited, contaias

t0 Yooms, and it was cleanly in appearance
and was viewed with interest by the Sena-
torg, who are in the habit of paying frowm $3
to §10 a day for thelr rooms, Board of
heulth notices were posted on each floor
stating the limit in number of persens al-
lowed to occupy each tloor.

The cowmittee visited other houses ot
the same description, at some of which fit~
teen cents was cinrged for 4 room and ten
cents for a bed—conslsting of o cot—in a
large room or loit filled with other beds.
There houses sll do a thriving business, bo-
ing frequented Ly pedlers, laborers and
workingmen of various kinda,

Wnen Detective ¥Frink led the wayinto
Mott street, and began to show the Chinese
quarters. Senator (?eorge, ot Mississippl, at
once became much interested. He expressed
surprise at geeing well-dressed aud cuelsss
Chipumen emoking cigars, and showing
hot theynad fully adopted the habits and
vustoms of this country, so far, at least, as
apoearances are concerned. The Senators
entered a tea store, and “interviewed" the
proprietor, desiring to learn whether or
not the number of Chinese in the city is
increasing. “Herd to tellee,” said the aged
Chinaman, “they comee aud goee like the
ears.”  The postliatities of the Chiness
method of counting were explained to the
Senators. They next visited the Italian
quarter in Baxter street. The swarms of
idle men surprired the Senators. It was exe
plained to thew that mauy of the men were
rag-pickers who worked at nighi, while
others work at night on street-cleaning,
ete, It was remarked, however, that the
Chinese houses were much cleaner in ap-
pearunce than those of ti:e Italians. Senator
George made some Inquiries of a healthy-
looking Italian woman as to her family.
She said that she had eleven children, and
the oldest was fifteen years of age. Senator
Blair, o New Hasmpshire, made various
inquiries of small tradesmen as to the
prices they charged for meat and groceries
and directed the committee’s stenographer
| to take down a considerable amount of
information in regard to the methoda of life
of the workingmen and the cost of living.

1 am surprised,” remarked Senator
George, “to find so littlo sickness among
these people. Idonot see how chitdren
can grow up healthy confined In narrow
rooms and with no place to go for air or
pley except to the crowded street pave-
ments. The streets look clean, though, and
I thiok a good deal of credit must be das to
the health and street cleaning depart-
ments,”  The commitiee inspected a pri-
mary schoul in the Sixth ward, and ex-
pressed admiration for the facilities oferod
for educating the poor. Sonator Blair
learned from the janitor that the brightest
pupils in the school were Hebrews, and that
smong the 600 pupils were Italians, Ger-
mans, Poleg, and thres negroes, When
told that there were thousands of children
in the city who had been unable to gain ad-
wission to the public schools for lack of
room, the committee expressed astonish-
ment that a wealthy eity like New York
should permit sueh a state of thin ga.

“Ilow much does the city expend for
police protection and for the maintensnee
o' its eriminal courts, ails and asylums?’
eked 2 member of the commitice.

About §65,000,000,”° was the reply,

“And how muech fr its schools?”?

“Nently 51.000,000.7

*Well. that is 2 good deal of money,"” re-
warked Sepvator Bluir, “but I should think
it would be cheaper to put every child in a
publie school than to allow them to grow up
ir igporznce, and then to be compelled to
-pend so much mouney for police protection
and for juils and asylums.””
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