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VIEWS ON LABOR TOPICS

HBENRY GEORGIN BEFORE THE SEN-
ATE COMMITTER,

HER GIVES HIS OPINIONS ON THE VARIOUS
LABOR QUESTIONS AND UPON THER
WESTERN UNIOK MONOPOLY.

Henry George, the well-known political econ-
dmist and suthor of " Progress and Poverty.” ap-
peared before the United States Senate Committee
on Labor and Eduocation yesterday and gave his
views on labor questions before a large audience.
Mr. George s2id he was a resident of Brooklyn,
and had given considerable time to the study of
iabor questions, but he thonght the aommittes

- tould obtain specific fhots from the working men
themselves. It was a fact, he sald, that in the

Dnitea Stites there was & growing feeling ot dis-

satisfaction among the laboring olasses. Whether

or not their condition was growing worse was a

difficult and complex question to anmswer, but in

bis opinion their condition was not improving. It
was gertainly becoming more difficult for a labor-
ing man to become an employer. The inven-
tion of maochines causing an incroased division
of labor made this more difficult. Mr, Georze

did not belleve that there was a direct

conflict between labor and capital. The conflict

was between labor and monopoly. A monopoly
was a peoullar privilege possessed by one ora
olass of persons and not possessed by others.

When speaking of the relation of capital and labor,

persons cenerally meant aggregate ocapital or

monopoly. Capital’s earnings were measured by the
tate of interest. Some industries, the witness con-
tinued, were in their nature monopolies. This was
.the ocase of railroads and telegraph companies.
No one would build a railroad side by side with
another. Points of intersection were the compeot-
ing points. The aggregation of capital was accom-
panied by progress and invention, and with its ag-
gregation there oame a greater divislon of labor,
and conssquently less ckill was required in the
laborer. When labor-saving macbinery was intro-
duced it was thought tbat it would improve the’
coundition ef the working classes. Machinery

should be anadvantage to labor. It was certain,
howerver, tnat this had not been the case. Mr.
George thought that the division of la-
bor was not of itself a disadvantage.
Wages in all oecapst:ons had a certain relation to
such other, and, in a general sgense, muast depend
upon the largest sourceof production. Therefore,
aitimately the wages depended upon land, or, in
other words, agriculture. Wages would not sink
below what a man could get by applying his labor
o thesoll. The fact that wages were higher ina
aovr country was because the soil had not passed
Into private hands. As the land was closed up the
wages lowered. Railroads, although reducing the
cost of transportation, did not make food any

cheaper or beunefit the condition - of the laboring

classes,
George sald, until men got afl they wanted.

Senator Pugh—How would you relieve the extra
produoction in severai of the industries, such as
coal and iron? 1n the iron industry our oapacity
last year was 5,000,000 tons of pig-iron, but the
~market was only 3.000,000 tons. A.—There is no
such thing as over-production. When there is a
case of over-production, as it seems, in one indus-
try, it I3 because of under-production in other in-
dustries. Produotion in one thing might tempo-
rarily be in excess of the demand, but no one had
gll the iron they wantad. This cessation in active
demand was often owing to the tariff.

Speaking of the ;mblic lanés, Mr. George sald
that Western tracts nad become the property of
private individuals, who obtalned them st small
cosis and had taken portionsalong the river fronts,
making the access to water difficult _for others.
The truth was, the azent went along just ahead
of the emigrant. The American desert still existed
though land agents had mappad it into farms, Mr.
George said that he had observed in crossing the
plains that men were going "back and forth. At
oneplace he had sesn an advertisement for 2,500
improved farms for sale. The hest way togeta
home was to buy one.

In reply to a question by Senator Pugh the wit-
ness stated that over-production in speécial cases
was likely to oceur as the tendeney was to dravw
off capital to other pursuits.

8enator Call asked why the immense tracks in
the South which could be rented at low rates were
not teken up by Northern laborars. To this Mr.
george said he supposed people did not like to go

ounth.

8enator Pugh—I am told that near New-York
there are houses and lands that are cheap and yet
the working men remain in tenements. A.—Does
1t look reasonable that this could be so?

Senator Pugh—No, it dees not. A.—You will find
that it is not 4 fact. You go to Harlem and you
find large tenement-houses a little better than
Lthosge further down town and they are all oc-
gsupied. The poorer a mar Is the moro difficult it
|3 for him to move. He iz living from hand to
mouth and has not power to get away.

Xr. George then took up the subject of monopo-
lies, and began by stating his own experience with
ths Western Union Telegraph Company. This ex-
perienee, he sald, had made him an advoecate of a
telezraph system nnder Goversment control. This
company had swallowed all smaller and weaker
ones, and then grossly abused the rights of citizens
uoon whose patronage it largely depended. In 1868
Mr. George said he came across the plaing from San
Franoisco to negotiate with the telegraph compa-
nies concerning the sending of news from an East-
orn city to S8an Francisco, where a friend had em-

arked In a newspaper project. The Associated
Press had refused to sell news to the new paper
though a large price was offered for it. Mr. George
then went to Western Union, and the telegraph
sompany agreed to oarry the news for $900 a
month from Philadelphia to San Francisco. The
Eaper was started, and Mr. George began to sepd
he news, which was much more satisfuctory thgn
that of the Associated Press. In a very short time,
however, he received a notice from Gen. Eckert
that ne must file his news in New-York City. Mr.
George protested against $his, but, coming on to

New-York, continued his dispatches to San Fran-
pisco. The next move of Western Union was in

e form of a notice from that monopoly that

ereafter Mr. Georze would be charged $2,000 a

onth for the same number of words that he

e had paid $900 for. Getting no satisfaction from

e management he called on President Orton.

Fho finllay said: “XMr. George, those are our

rms. If you do not like them you can build a
elegraph line of your own to San Francisco.” As
A result ¢he paper went under. “This is what I
sall 8 monopoiy,’ said Mr. George. The reason of
s action the witness attributed to an agreement
dstween the Associatea Press and Western
Union, and it was his belief that they
worked in each other’s interests continually.
There was no use, he thought, in fighting such a
porporation. Mr. George believed that the Gov-
srnment should operate a telegraph line in con-
pection with its postal business, and he believed it
pouid be managed at a much less cost than the
Hnes of private companies, One of the great evils
of such a corporation was in its keeping back all
the benefits of new inventions from the people.
Western Union did not lovk with favor on the
atenting of inventions and discouraged theiradop-
fon. Great service, tha witness thought, had
een rendered to Western Union in the late strike
y the newspapers both in printing rose-colored

There could be no over-production, hgr. :

ports of the affairs in the Western Union main |

flice ana through the editorial pages. In this
manner the Associated Press had done much to-
ward defeating the strike. The man who had
phargze of the press department could wield an im-
mense power if he chose. Another evil, he sald,
was that private dispatches were habitually taken

dvantage of and used by the operators of the com-

any.
. Senator Bleir—Is there any other interest in-
‘fluencing the Western Union monopoly? A.—At
the head of the company certainly stands an un-
scrupulons man. .

8enator Blair—Do you think that the publie

ave any cause of complaint agsinst the Western

nion for linking with the interests of the Asso-
plated Press as well asbusinessinterests? A.—No,

do not know that they bhave. If under the con-
rol of the Government, Mr. Georze thought that
here would be s smaller chance for favoritism and
!ess chance for combinations in the interests of a
ew. .

Q. -—In the end will there be a remedying of the
nbuse. If the Associated Press disseminates false
hews will not the public sooner or later find it out?
A.—Yes, I think it will.

In answer to a question by Senator Pugh, Mr.
E:orze said he did not believe that Jabor received

rightful share. The average wages of weapital
was indicated by the rates of interest. Many
laborers in the Eastern States couid not make
spough money to live upon, and the whole family
was compelied to work in the factories, Wages
were now at the minimum in many Industries. If

American laborers could live on rice, seon wages
‘would fall to that level. .

Senator Blair—Is there anything the laborers can
do but eombine to better their wages or meet this
downward tendency ? A.—The only thing to do is
to wrest the advantages which have been gained
by individual skiil and distribute them amoug the
many. This applied ounly to land, not to other
property. At tbis point Senator Blair apd Mr,
George indulged 1n along discussion concerning the
distinotion between land and otber property. 3Mr.
George said that combinations of Jaborers could do
yome good, but very little. 1f wages were raised in
pne branch of industry others would flock into
that business from other employments. This was
obviated by glass-blowers in some places, whore-
fused to teach the trade to any but their children.
Wages could only be raised permanently by a gen-
sral rise in every branch of industry. The ecapital-
Ist eould hold out longer than the laborer, and the
land owner longer than the capitalist. 3r. Georgze
had no faitb in small remedies or ameliorating
measures. He thought the protective tariff should

removed and a start made « n a free trade basis.

f the Stute owned the land it would increase con-
Unually in value, and every one would benefit
lrom this increase und share in it instead of asnow
july the few. Co operative Bocietiea the witness
‘hought of not much value tolaborers, They were
Hmply educators, There was a fundamental in-
jastice in Rociety, and this was what must be re-
mnoved. The Government could do some good,
lowever, by breaking up monopolies like the West-
ira_Unlon by estublishing a postal telegraph,
sbolishing laws of collection of debts, simplifying
iawa, and removing the tariff. Mr. George did not
Belleve in sumptuary laws. If a man gained
wealth he thought be should be allowed to do
with it what he pleaced. There was no remedy to
be found in such laws.

Senator Blair—Now. Mr. George, if you were a
supreme dictator in the United States, what would
you do first to carry out your theory? A.—Waell,
first I skould abclish all texation except upon land
valwes. add to the Government control railroads

and telegraph systems, abolish the navy, West
Point, and Annapolis, abolish the law for eolleot-
ing debts, and simplify other laws.

Senator Blair—Do yon think we have a navy?
A.—We have many naval officers. ‘

Q.—Suppoge England shsuld attack us, what
would we do without anavy? A.—What would
we do with the present navy? At any rate, we
have no commerce. We could use torpedoes.

Mr. George thought the land systems in Ireland.
England, and the United States did not differ ma-
terially. Laborers in Great Britain in some voca-
tions he theught as well off as in thls country. On
the whole, this country was better for a laborer.
It was anew country and there was yet some good
land unoccupied. Mr. George thought the tariff

‘Increased monopolies, and was no proteotion, If

goods coming into the country under f{ree trade
should olose uo some manufactories other exports
would offset the loss.
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