GOSPEL OF UNIONSTOLD INPULPITS
Chicago Daily Tribune (1872-1922); Sep 5, 1910;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Chicago Tribune (1849 - 1987)

B *3”1

e

“{0SPEL OF UN
T0LD IN PULPITS

ONS

(hicago Ministers, Also Toil-

ers’ Leaders, P'reach Labor
Sunday Sermons,

i

y
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Objeets and Results of Organized

Efforts Recounted to Many
Congregations.

fabor Sunday was observed in many
ghurches of Chicago and its suburba yes-
qerday. Clergymen of practically all Prot-
atnt denominations preachied morning and
gsening sermons on the subject of labor and
qrades tnlonism, and several labor leaders.
{pcluding a WOmMAR trade unionist, mounted
the putpit ot churches and told the assem-
ned congregations of the work accomplished
dy labor unions and of the efforts of organ-
fsed labor jointly with the church to bring
ghout the brotherhood of man,
Roman Ca(honc churches also joined in
sbserving the day.
The ministers In thelr sermons dealt out
se to the members of lahor unions, who,
organized effort, worked uneclfishly
ovement of social and industrial
conditlon®. With equal force they con-
demned pcts Vof lawlessness and brutality
and held up the ideal of Christlan character
43 pecessary to leadership of orgablzed
. o
":;‘::f:“:/nges, shorter hours of labor In
wder that the workers may have lelsure for
sudy and mental, moral, and spiritual de-
relopment, eanitary workshops, safety appll-
gncos, employers’ lability, and adequate
compensation for fnjury and ogallz were 13-
- gorsed by the clergymen ana picnled t2pty
‘the iabor men who talked.
Why Workers Drift from Church.
n why workingmen are drifting
.ﬂ'; ;::r‘no the church was told by Oscar 1.
Nelson, president of the Chicago Postoftice
Clerks’ union, who spoke in the evening at
the Olivet Institute, Vedder and Penn atreets.
e said that workingmen are 0 busy solv~
ing the bresd and butter '’ question for
hemselves and their families that thera
1s no time left for spiritusl development.
es
|:|{$g‘:fintrusurer of the Women's Trade
Unlon league, preached the morning rer-
mon. at the Winnetka Congregational
¢hurch. She made a strring plea for more
_ pumiane treatment of working girls, and
added that " plece work * with its ** pacg
making " system, ruins ihe heaith and
ves of hundreds of working women.

ral
through
‘for Impr

Nestor of the Glove Workers’

NT GIVEXN PRAISE,

The labor leaders who made addresses '

sskéd the congregations to judge the iabor
.gnlons by thelr best qualities and not by
" thelr weaknesses and thelr worst sides. They
held up organized labor as a movement hav-
fng much In common with the church and
askéd that the churches joln hands with
sbot in the work of bringing about * phys-
ta} salvation ** for the tollers of the coun-
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Observance National in Scope.
Observance of the day was nationat in
scope. Churches all over the United States,
st the request of central labor federations,
he special services in the interest of labor.
1t was, moreover, the first celebration of its
xind In the history of organized labor in the
country. :
_ The plan of designating as Labor Sunday
_ the Busday Immediately preceding Labor day
originated at the Toronto convention of the
Américan Federation of Labor last Novem-
ber. Secretary Frank Morrisomr of the federa~
tign, Airst droached the idea and caused the
ton of & resolution requesting all
cWfches throughout the United States and
%«. to cobperate with organized labor in
Ring the plan a success each year. Lead-
15 I the federal counci) of the Churches of
Hwt in Americs also took the matter up
snd‘alded the labor leaders ift making the
obsérvance of the day general In aH
Protestant churches.

. Bequest, Here, by Federation,

Ta Chicago the request for an observancs
of the day was made by the Chicago Federa-
tion: of Labor, and labor speakers were se-
lected by President John Fitzpatrick, It was
waid that this was the first time that churches
344 permitied Jabor leaders to occupy thelr
pelpits and preach the doctrine of * trades
salonism.” .

As a result of the movement a larger num-
der of workingmen attended church services
then I8 usually the case. Members of small

- lotal unfons went in a body, and others a’-
tended services with thelr families and
friends.

The labor leaders who preached, in addi-
tion to Miss Nestor and President Nelgon,
wers L. P. Straube, business manager of
the Aliled Printing Trades council, S8edgwick

ireet Congregational church; A. C, Andera
s, zecretary of the Palnters’ District coun-
o, iTnlh Presbyterian church; A. A. Allen,
wsociate editor of the Union Labor Advo-
cate, Seventy-reventh Btreet Methodist
church; Emmett Flood, organizer for the
Ametican Federation of Labor, Endeavor
l;rdlbyterhn church, Cornelis. and Parlina
itests. - .

! Organized Labor's Objects Praised.

The Rev. Duncan C, Miiner, pastor of the.
Ravenswood Presbyterian church, in his
evening sermon pralsed the objects of organ-
{nd labor and urged legislation in behalf of
the tollers. He sald Ir part: .

“The signs of the times indicate progress
- fa the relations of capital 4nd labor.

i “There have been many changes within
1 the last few years,

“Instead of dwelling alone on billions of
apital invested and the millions of profi,
thers has been more concern for the hun-
{rets of thousands of human beings whose
_ Wil has made possible these mighty indus-
! t!f‘es with their swolles profits.

i h‘ﬂnanclal {nveatments and profits have
<. Dten exalted as more precious and important

ll:n human life and happiness.
m‘l‘hero should be enacted legislation that
e provide liberal compensation for injured
l(an and provision for their families withoat
) _“b‘m)‘ of court delays by the Influencs of
N :’Doutlons. and without need of spending
-y rge share of the compensation in law-
. Ty fees,

{  "Nothing hay done more to Intensify. ha-
i~ lre€ of the people against employers of labor
; lhdnl the sight ¢f men crippled in industry
b- :rf;b!;:l;rtterinf and penury, or widows

such men doo! -
and thame. med t0 pauper

3 “eOl"y of Children Re-echoed.”
2l oty of the children ' has gorie up to
Y :;:'!n and has been reéichoed on earth, And
1 e::nl;y‘:u recently witnessed a real
.- Opriddng o ¢ people agaln -
"'f'm of chlldreu."e P gainst the employ
@ ';l':e general movement for shorter hours
'Inceor Is a token of mental and moral ad-
o AMONE wage earners. The increased
o ed::rol:ﬁ: dteo”réd for dlestpation but for
. n rsonal cul
"(ermentot the hnzme. *l culture and to the
et '111: bitter opposition to the orgampation
g Jour, 1 Pasiing away. Organized oapital
- m“?lxh:ekl Sway and oannot consistently
o @ brivilege to the multitudes of men
S n. the representatives of {ndustrial
2 ""!l’nm:{x} l:r |‘:;:;'.ch t[hey agk & share in the
. ust
. m:‘:“thm or i ries to which they have
tich men
h are not selfish and edy,
’(“krl:: only of swelilng their l‘ortum‘l‘:ﬂ!:—
¥ (m;l;l Lo thelr brothers who toll, and
heren much of blackiiste and lockouts.
- Mve.,: n:!n of wealth who think of them-
[ by Dbu!b. ewaras appointed to make the
 weaen le uge for thein fellow men of the
. e rmimrumed to them. .
. b?'r: 18bor |s not properly represented
: e btﬂﬁkﬂ}aners. sluggers, and boycotters.
the MIxhﬂ:;(erm“ organized Mbor is one of
-~ Sumap Mcletye'm“ of today In the uplift of
.- 9rganized Labor;

"’.m.m"y Anderson of
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I}l]:s Purposes.

the pai.

w;::mon in the evening :'ﬂd-l:“",‘ union

g ':!loes' labor stand for? The brothe:-

£ ang enjoy :'l:- The right to live, breathe,
Lo bee € privileges that God has glven
B he not said that bg the awest.of

{
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thy brow shalt thou earn thy bread? And
he also meant that when we had sweated
for It It belonged to ua.

“X will briefly tell you what thegardinal
principles of unionlam are. )

“The consolidation of all working men
and women into one great federation where
AN Injury to oneis the concern of all. Shorter
hours of labor, more time for recreation,
thought, amusements, and study. Theaboll-
tion of child mbor. The more sanitary in-
apection of lactory and store.

" Organiped labor is interested in all these
problems. Health i3 the most necessary, for
{f the health of & man or waman {8 taken
from them then will they beoome dependent
upon others, sither mombers of thelr own
families or pubdllc wards. Therefore, or-
ganized labor i{s In the front fighting for
measures {n our legislative halls, in our city
councils, in clubs and socletles,

* How cam we get men interested In the
church?

* As this subject ia foremost in the minds
of our greateét thinkers I dare not try to ex-
phaln why, but perhaps 1 0an suggest a rea-
son or two. The majority of churches do not
in Ms true sense uphoM organized labor.
Some of the worst enemies that organized
Iabor has are ardent churchgoers, giving free-
ly to the church and the poor, but will not
sign an agreement with labox to run a closed
shop or employ unon men or women. Union
woekers do not want charity. Al they ask ix
allving wage sufficlent to enable themyo take
care of themselves,

‘What Unionists Have Accomplishea,

“TI am not here to defend organized la-
bor,” sald Editor Allen of the Union Labor
Advocats in the Seventy-seventh street M.
E. church. " Those who know It know it re-
quires no defense. To those who 40 not
know it, T wish to speak. I want to tell you
of some of the good things it has done.

“ The child labor law, found on the stat-
utes of more than one-half of the states of
the unfon, !s the creature of the trades un-
fons. The abolitlon of sweat shops, insan-
itary condltions In factories, the shortening
of hours of labor and increase of wages are
due, not to the humanitarian views of em-
ployers, put to the steady pressure brought
to bear by trades unlons,
. # Many humane smployers would llke to
grant these reasonable concessions but the
competitéon of inhumane employerw males
them the oreaturee of the system.

 Intoxication hea been on the decreass in
the past twenty years. Trades uniona are
entitled to a full share of cradit for this,
The higher o, man's self-respect 1s raised, the
less heo s dlsposed {0 make 8 beast of him-
”l".l .

Tells Working Girle’ Condition.

Miss Nesator enlightensd the membears of
the First Congregational chirch of Winnet-
%a as to the trus conditions of the working
girl in a short talk on ' The story of the life
of our .girls who work In factories.”™

“The only way to get shorter hours and
better conditions is by organization and leg-
i{slation,” sald Miss Nestor. **We, of the
American Federation of Labor are dolog all
in our power toward organization and to
obtaln proper legislation we must place be-
fore intelligent people the facts concerning
the working girl and her gurroundings.”

Werning against Intemperance, Indiffer-
ence and soclallsm as the grentest evila
which beset the cause ‘?f fabor was sounded
by Rt. Rev. P. J. Muldoog, blshop of Rock-
ford im & Labor day sermon at 8t. James’
Pro-Cathedrsl at Rockford.

«The dangers which beset the cause of
labor are Ereater and more numerous than
sver bafore,” £ald the blshop. ** Shake labon
fres trom drink apa that will be & day of

dom.” ) .
'r:;ovnmment ownership.and ocontrol of
monopolles was declared by the Rov. Norman
B. Barr of the Olivet Memorial church to
be & remedy for prasent induatrial flls.

Oites Oapital and Labor Perils,
Organized labor and organized capital were

13ed by the Rey. C. Frank Vreeland, pastor
%?ua'e First Roseland Baplist churoh. e
sald;

« Organized labor has done m(uch for the
betterment of the Ameriocan laborer and the
Amerioan home and la all tight when properly
conducted. 0rganized capiial has done not
s Ntile for tha jarger gead of mankiud, but
the danger of both organizations coies
through the demands.of unscrupulous men
who séek to oppress for selfish ends.’”

¢ Afen shall not Hvo by bread alope ” was
the teat of the lahor sermon by the Rev. H.
E. Peabody In the South Congregational

rch. o
e!"‘u'l‘hcs smore fully we inform ourselves the
more firmly I beliove shall we be convinced
that on the whole this great movementof the
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withih them tomake the most of their human
Mvea,” safd he. * It ls one factor in the com-
tng of the kingdom of God on earth, tor which
we dally pray. 1te triumphs will be & per-
gonal boon to many an anxious toller in thla
churchand In thousands of other churches.”.

Bees Chaurch Place flor Solution.

The only place whera the labor problem
can be aolved i3 in the church, in the opin-
fon of the Rev. John W, Welah, pastor of the
California Avenue Congregational church.
He .sald:

* The church aelways has been, and always
will be, the great ochampion &nd friend of
the laboring man. Thers are some frenzled
folk to whom such a statement will seem
absurdly untrue; they have felt the pressurs
of industrial ills.

“ After studying the situation, it has ap-
peared to them that all the great Institutions
of organized soclety are against them; the
great corporation from which they recelve
their pay ochock, and the inatitution called
‘government.’

*“ Aleo that other institution, the church,
where possibly his employers and hia 'hosa-
es’ go—and where he has seldom or never
gone—presumably this Institution is but a
department of that organixed tyranny which
peems bent upon glutting itself with all the
good thinge of life, the produot of his tofl
and aweat, while he, the producer, {s being
ground to powder.' :

No Labor Parade in City.

For the first time in several years Labhor
day will be ohserved today without the usual
parade of unions affiiiaied with tho federa-
tion. In Bouth Chicago, Blue Island, and
other suburbs, howaver, labor marches will
be held. Members of ths Women'a Trade
Union leagus will turn out on review inthe
South Chicago demonstration.

The parade ides waa voted down over-
whelmingly on a referendum vote aent out
by the federaiton. Officern of unions said the
‘members wers tirad of spanding the day in.
marching-and that the expense of a parade
was tod great. . . . .

Instead of & strest demonatration tha
unlonista will attend plentes and family out-
tngs. - A plénfe will be held by the Bullding
Material Trades council at Riverview park
and John J. Brittaln and other dbusiness
agenta will hold forth at Hawthorne park.
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