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THE CINCINNATI CONFERENCE.

, A CONVENTION THAT I8 XLIKELY TO
SEE MUCH WRANGLING. -

CINCINNATI, Ohio, May 17.—The coming week
will bring to this e¢ity a political gathering of
unique form, in whose action there is & wide n-
terest. It is not a convention in the usual sense
of that term, for it has no party call as a basis.
It is perhaps best described as a national union
conference.

Originally it was called not by the Farmers’
Alliance Convention at Ocals, Fla., last year,
but by members of that convention, and the
time was set for Feb. 23 in this city. That call
was addressed to all who have stood up for in-
dependent political action on the guestions of
finance, tramsportation, labor, and land, and
asked for delegates to a national conference
from the following organizations: The Inde-
pendent Party, the People’s Party, the late Fed-
eral and Confederate soldiers, the Farmers’
Alliance, North and South; the Farmers’ Mutu-
al Beneflt Association, the Citizens’ Alliance,
the Knights of Labor, the Colored Farmers’ Alll-
ance, and all other industrial organizations that
support the principles of the S§t. Louis agree-
ment of December, 1889. The ratio of repre-
sentation was one delegate from each Congres-
sional district by State organizatiomns, and two
at lurge frow the State; not less than three
delegates to eaoh district organization and not
less than one to each county organization. In
addition to this the editor of each newspaper
supporting oandidates mominated on the St.
Louis agreement was invited to becomse a dele-
gate.

This call was signed by about seventy persons
from seventeen States. It met with objection
from various soureces, partly because its pur-
pose was announced to be to form & national
union party based on the fundamental ldeas of
finance, transportation. labor, and land. Thie
opposition had the effect of necessitating & de-
lay, and the date of the conference was changed
to May 19. Thn SBtate Executive Committes of
the People’s Party of Indiana, composed of some
of the original signers of the call, enlarged the
representation 50 as to include the American
. Federation oi Labor, trades unions, and trades
. assemblies, the Federation of Rallway Em- .

ployes, and the Natlonalists. The Oltizens’
‘Allisnce of Kapsas at a convention at Topeka,
Feb. 7, reissued the call, stating the object to be
to adopt a_platform and make such arrange-
ment for the conflict of 1892 as the conference
' may deem fitting. .
om this outline of its call itis plain that
ditliculty will arise in settling questions if any
arise upou credentials, and also that the real
purpose of the conference is not olearly defined.
Already two viewy are belng urged in varfous
quarters upon the question of forming a third
party, and it has gone so far in some }i;laces.as
to osuse organizations opposed to the third
party to refuse to send delezates, while others
are electing delegares for the avowed purpose
of defeating the formation of a third party.
The conierence promises to be one with a
task before it likely to call for the best wisdom
of 1ts delegates.
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