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BOYS EMPLOYED IN COAL MINES,

DRIVING THE MULE TEAMS AND WORKING
IN THE SCREEN ROOM. *

ScranxTOoN, Penn., July 18.—Those who
nave at any time visited any of the mines or coal
breakers of the anthracite regions of Pennsyl..
vania could not fail to be foreibly impressed by
the large number of boys, many of themof a
very tender age, employed in the collieries as
drivers of mules and door tenders, and in the
gcreen room as slate pickers. Many of those
little men, who with their grimy faces and hard-
ened hands look like a strange race of human
beings, are under the age of 12 years,
but they perform a most important task
in the great work of preparing the
dusky anthracite for the market. In the mines
as mule drivers these hardy lads are invaluable.
They sing and whistle and laugh and play amid
their gloomy surroundings, and they can man-
age the erratic mule better than most men.
They drive the loaded cars from the workiog
chambers to the foot of the shaft up which the
coal is hoisted to the tower of the breaker, and

they take the ** em pties” back to the men who
blast down the coal tfrom the ** breast.” Asa
general thing the boys employed as mule driv-
ers are older and stronger than those who work
in the screen rooms of the breakers. The
duties of the latter consist in sorting the
slate from the broken coal, which flows in black
streams down a number of chutes from the pon-
derous machinery in which the gleaming an-
thracite boulders are broken into the requisite
gizes. The slate pickers sit in rows astride tbese
chutes, their eyes fixed steadily on the broken
coal that brushes past them down the_ steep in-
cline, and thelr fingers nimbly at work picking
out the black, dull pieces of slate that are mixed
with the glisteming anthracite. During this
flow of coal down the chutes no shirking is tol-
erated. The boys must keep their eyes con-
stantly on the chutes aud see to it that
all the blts of slate are taken out. In
ovder to insure strict attention on the part ot
these little workers a superintendent stands on
guard, with his eyes on the boys. This individ-
ual, who by the nature of his occupation is
usually disliked by tbe_slate pickers, is known
as a ** cracker boss,” the bresker being sometimes
called a coal cracker. The ** cracker boss” must
be strict, therefore he is considered severe.
Sometimes he is the victim of various mischiev-
ous pranks. His whip is hidden, his chewing
tobacco is lost, his hat i3 misiaid, or some
other * accident” of an embarrassing sort
occurs whenever the opvortunity presents
jitself. If by any chance the ‘‘cracker
boss” iIs absent for a few minutes the
screen room suddenly undergoes” a transforma-
tion. and the rows of little fellows who usually
sit ut their work with bower heads give a farci-
ble illustration of the maxim that ** boys will be
boys.” Sowme of the saddest accidents connected
with coal mining have occurred in the breakers
among children who pick siate. Littie fellows
have been ground to death in the massive ma-
chinery, and many of tiaeir comrades have lost
their lives in the effort to save them. The un-
gelfish heroism of the men who work in the
mines has had its counterpart among the
lads in the coal breaker. and instances
could be mentioned of this child heroism
of the screen room. When the little fellows first
go to work at slate picking they find the task se-
vere and painful. Sitting in a stooping position
amid clouds of coal dust is painful. and tiny
fingers are cruelly cut and bled by contact with
the pieces of coal which are assharp as bits of
broken glass. In time the hands become hard-
ened and so do the boys, so that what was at
first regarded as a slavery seems comparatively
easy. In the coalbreakers especiailly many hun-
dreds of children aro employed under the age of
12 years. There are instances of boys be-
ing~ sent to pick slate even at 6 years
of age, and any number may be found
in the screen room between 6 and 9.
Some of these are probably the sole support of
a mother and younger children, the father of
the family having been snddenly killed at his
work in the mine. It seems cruel to send such
boys to work, but it seems equally cruel to pre-
vent them from earning the needed crust for
the stricken families to which they belong. The
question has consumed much attention for sev-
eral vears throughout the coal flelds, and at the
1ast session of the Legslature of Pennsylvania a
section wus embodied in the general mine law
prohibiting child labor in and about the mines.
The section provides that * no boy under the
age of 14 years. and no woman or girl of any age.
ghall be employed or permitted to be in any mine
for the purpose of employment therein: nor
shail any boy under the age of 12 years, ora
woman or girl of any age, be employed or per-
mitted to be in or about the outside structures or
workings of a colliery for the purpose of em-
ptoyment.” This does not prohibit boys or
women from being employed as clerksin the
offices of the coal companies. Acting in accord-
ance with the act of Assembly, the Delaware,
Lackawanna and Western Railroad Company,
the Delaware and Hudson Company. the Penn-
sylvania Coal Company., and other large
corporations have notified their fore-
men to discharce all boys under _the
specitied age that are now working
in and about the coal mines. The provision will
apply to nearly one-halt the number of slate
pickers throughout the region, and will work
quite a revolution, not only in the mines, but
in the public schools. The latter will find them-
gselves suddenly taxed beyond their limits, and
School Boards will have to provide larzely in-
creased accommodations for their new pupils.
To the children themselves the release from the
cslavery of the screen room in their tenderest
vears 18 8 great hlessing, and no act of the Legis-
lature is worthy of higher praise than that
which prohibits the employment of child labor
in and about the mines.
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