THE NATIONAL LABOR CONGRESS

Reported for the Baltimore Sun

The Sun (1837-1985); Aug 25, 1866; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The Baltimore Sun (1837-1985)
.1

Pg.

{Reported for the Baltimore Sun.}
TYIE NATIONAL LABOR CONGRESS.
FIFTH DAY,

The National Labor Congre:s reassembled
yesterday morning, at the Front Street Theatre.
The proceedings of Thursday were re:d and

approved:
TRE RESOLUTIONS.

Bir. Wiiliam Cather, of Baltimore,chairmin of
the committee on rezolutions, made the follow:
ing report:

Whereas the growing and alarming eocroach-
ments of capitainpon therights of the industrial
classes of the United States have rendered it
imperative that they should calmiy and deltber-

tely devise the most effective and available
mesns by which the same may be arreated, your
committee would recommend the adoption of
the following resolutions:

1. Resolved, That the firet and grand considera-
tien of the bour, in order to deliver the labor of
the country from this thraldom. ja the adoption
of & juw whereny eight hours sgiall conatitute a
legal day’s work im ¢very State of the Awmerican
Urion, and that they are determined nsver to
reiax their efforts until this glorious resuls .2
consummated. .

Q. Resclved, That it is the imperative duty cf
every workingman of the United Btates 1o con-
neet Limeelf with his labor organizatioun, if any
¢xirts, and, wkere none sunch existe, to imme-
diately commence the formsation of the sime;
and tbat it is the equal duty of every Uaion to be
represented in a trades’ ov Workingmen’s As-
sembly, and glso to £1d in the formation of a
natiopal or interpatiopal organization where the
same does not exist.

Redoluved, That in ¢o operation we recognize a
gure and Jasticg remedy for the abuses of the
prescpt industrial eystem, aund hail wita delight
the organization of co-operative store3 und
workehops in thi% country, and would urge
their formation in every seclion of the coauntr
aud in every branch of business.

Resclved, That the public domain helengs to
the people of the whole United States, having
been purchased by their blood and treasure, and
is to them an inheritence, endorsiog fully, as we
do, the opinion of our best statesmen on this
subiject, tbat a minimum price berixed for the
whoie agricuitural domain, to be dizposed of to
aclual settlers only. Fuarther, if Congress or the
geveral States where laud may exiat, a8 beloag-
irg to the nation or States, that they ghall not
be'to coreidered, but shall b2 considered as be-
iopging to the pcople; and in cises where the
legiziators may wieh to encourage say public
wuorks, sach as raiiroads, bridges, roads, agri-
cultural colleges, &c., for the several S:ates, or
apy other improvement that may be thoaghkt
proper from time to time, then in all cases of
tkis kind it shall be considered unjust and de-
structive to the best interests of the people to
make epccial grants of their lands, bat only
the procceds thereof.

Resolved, That we thiz day joia haads with
labor in the interests of agricuiture, and herceby
ceclare it primeary in oar diffcreat organiza.
tions, axd tkat sil %oiv or hereafier crganizcd
shail adopt the eame in the following words:i—
‘““fhat the whkole public agricaltural domain
fhigll be diz; ozed of to actoa! scttlers only;™ acd
that the proper officers of this convention are
irstrucied Lo see thay the foregoing resolutions
ghall be carried into eficct.

Liesolved, That the system of prison labor
which is praciiced thronghoat this country
is not only injurfous to theé producing clasees,
bat i an incentive for ewmployers to cortract
with the government for cheap iaber, and toe
honorable mechanics, not Leing abie to compete
with this class of labor and eupport their fami.
lies, are obliged to seck u living eisewhere, much
10 ibeir inconveuience, and we would recom-
mend thet the pablic he requested not to patron-
jze parties wkocoentract for pricon labor, except
they pay the rat2 of wages demundzd by me-
chaanice outside.

Resolved, That we pledze our individaal and

- andivided support to the sewing-women and
daughters of toil in this land, and would solieit
their hearty co operation, knowing, 23 we do,
that 5o clsss of industry is 80 mucn ia nced of
havirg their condition amelioratcd as the factory
vperatives, sgwing-women, &c., of this country.

Liesciyed, That tuis Congress deprecaies what
ig fumiliarly kpown as “strikes” among work.
irgmen, ard would recomwuecd that every hon-
cruble means be exhausted before sach a couarse
is resorted to. R

Resolved, That the formetion of me~hanics’
Ixstitutes ard lyccums, and resding rooms, and
the ercction of buitdinzeg for that puarpo-=e, is
recommended to the workingmen in all cities and
towre, as a means of advancing their intellectaal
cul-ure and social! improvement.

Resclved, That this LaborCongress would most
respectfaily recommend t0 the workingmen of
ihe country that in case they are preseed by a
want of employment they proceed to the pablic
jands and become actual gettlera, belleving that
if the izdnsiry of the country can be coupled
with ite national advantages, it willredouad bota
in jrdividual relief and national advantage.

Itesolved, That vre heartily concarin the action
i the committee on nativual organp, and would
recommend that the * workinzmen’s Advoecate™
of Chicago thgDailvand Weckly Veice” of Boz-
ton, tke »Daily Unien” of Detroir, the *Herald™
of New York, the “*Industrial Advoecate” of St
Louis,*Germarn Reform® of Chicaza, and “2loni-
ccrs’ Interpational Jowxnsl of Phiizdelphia, and |
sii ctier papers ravorable to the lebor mave-
ment, reeeive the support and patronage of the
wkingmen in these locaiitics, and that they be
regueeted 10 patroanize these paperd in prefer-
ence to ail others.

Resolved, £ the pense of this Copgress, that
the speedy restoration of the agricaliaral inter-
cets of the Southern States iz of vital importance
10 the laboring men of ihe North, and thay the
oggrcgation and capitalization of the surplas
curnings cf labor for the twofuld purpose of
promoling an increascd production of cotton
«nd of aidirgz and clevating the laboring classea,
18 propeeed by the American Indastrial Agency,
is very desirable, and we invite the asteation of
the Jaboring men to the sabject.

Lescived, That we would urgeat'y call the
aitenticn of the industrisl clasees to the sub-
Ject ofteniment houses and improved dwellings,
bhelievivg iu essential 10 the welfare of tae whole
community that 2 reform should be efected in
this reepect. The expericncs ob the past has
proved thst vice, pauperiem and crime are the
invariable atteadants of the over-crowded, ill-
veniilaccd dwellings of the poor, and arge upon
the capitalists of the country the blessings to
be derived from investing toeir means in ecect-
irg such dwellings.

T'he resclutions were unanimonsly adopted:

On moetion the president etect, dr. J. C. C.
Wha'ey,wasadded to the committee to wait upon
the I'resident of the United States.

After the transaction of the neceszary financial
bhusivesg of the cenvention, & motion was made
to praceed to the installation of the newly elces-
cd oilicers of the pcrmanent Na:ional Labor Cou-
greza. ‘The president, dr.Wha'ey, and the vice-
pregident, Bir. Schlesel, were sgeparately install-
¢d by taking the obligation, accordling to & pre-
seribed form, and entered upen their duties.—
Both of tbem expresscd their senge of the honor
conferréd upon them, and pledged themselves to
devote their best energies to the advancement of
the canzo.

The vice-presidents, treasnrer, gecretaries and
nither ofiicers were thea instalied, and entered
upsn thcir dutiecs, .

On motion, the president, was authorized to
Lppoint a4 committee to draft & constitution and
by-laws for the National Labor Congress.

Prayer wag then offered by the Rev. Mr. Em-
wong, of Washington, for the success of the
cause in wbich they were engaged, after which
Le pregident declared the Congreas adjoiurned
.0 the third Monday in Augaet, 1867, to meet in
he city of Chicago.
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