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TICE NATIONAL LABOR CONGEESS. |
FOTRTE DAY, ~ ~ - .
The National Labor Congress reacgombled yeb.

terday ip Front Street Theatre. ut 9 A. M.
Ghe ro)l was called, and the proceedings of

Wednesdsy read aud sdopted..
REPORT ON NATIONAL ORGAX.

WMr. W. Caoper, chairman of the committee
on & nttional labor orgap, made the following
report, . - .

The committee, afier a garefnl conslderation
of the subject, are unanimonsly of .the opin-
jon 1hat, in view of the great divereity of inter-
est8 represented in .the labor organizatlon,
iz is ipexpeclent ab the present time to desig-
vate any paper as the especial organ of this na-
tional lapor union, but would recommend, io-
ctend that all the profeedings connected with
he present or future action of this body be pay-
lisbed eimullanenusly io those papers devoted
to the cauee of labor reform. .

af.er a Jengthy dizcaseion the repdort was
alopted. ~
K. PORT OXN PUBLIC LANDS AND NATIONAL DEBY.

Bir. Wm. . Stewars, of Michigan, chairman
cf 1he committes on ‘-public lands 8ad pALIOLE:
Aant, madae the folloting reports i

The .commitice ¢n public lands 2nd nation3s!
Zebt bave had the the geversl pe'itions and corm-
munieations referred to them under considera-
.iom, pud sfter yiving them their careful atwen
iop, the time al'otied by the Congress not being
gufiicient 1o enter miouwly inwo the subjests,
werld repert as follows:

e cause of the complaint is the monopoly of
‘he new or govarument lands, usieg the legisia-
‘lon of the country as the medinm by which this
moncpoly 18 crested. We flad sowmething over
Lhreeguudred millions of scres of Lthese 1ands, a
‘argé amount being excladed from taxatlon, and
have Deen for a series of years. That the subjecs
of agricultura we accept as ona of grest impor-
lante, Cobsidersd B8 the baz'g ol all wealth—at
teast we canpot subsist withvuy ibis alldtnpor-
tent industry—it would seem guperfizial for any
onc at 1his day and coudition of clvilization to
aceumulate evidence to prove the importance of
this indmétrisl purseir; that cheap living neces.
sitates & lsrger ares of lahor, mnot onlyin the io-
creaged consumption of mannfacturing proiucts,
but ae g defence agatust foreigu impoztation of.
thesc articles. )

Much of the protestion that is nog urged by
the mapufaclurer 88 neccEsary tv Prolect dim 12
occasioned by the bigh price of Jiving, gud your
committee wonid here atate that they coasider
it o very cesential &tep towarda correctiog the
evil complained of when this Congress shatl re-
snjve that this goverament shall no longer be
the roedinm by which land monopoly shall be
establizhd inour pew S:ates and Territories.. To
attcmpt to eplarge our commerce and msagn-
facturipg by neglecting go himportant a principle
of po'itical cconomy wonld be iike subs:itut.
ivg ithe apex for tne base of the columa.—
The prayer of the petitioners shonld be graated,
particulurly at this time, a3 wethionk it will have
8 wholesome influence in checking legisiation
in a wrong direction. The early founda2rs of the
goverrment contidered it upjnst and unconsii-
tutional to deal in ¢lass legislation with rezpact
ta the public domain.

Madigon wrote against it; President Moaroz.in
the lanpuage of Thomas H. Benten, ia his
ophirty Years' Roview,” says *‘that he hal
exhsugied sil argnmernt in the langzawe to
prove thet this power did not exi:t,and for 8
coiréct nucderatapding of this fubdject nothing
farther may be sald’ Gen. Jackson refased
ta £ign billz for making 8nscial grants of land,
sud bringing to his sapport and position the
favor ard sympatiieg of a iarge party. His po-
gition was, thatit was bad econcmy, naj =3t 10
Lthe piopeer agricnltnrist, and destractive to the
material interesta of tasconatry; thit th2 lands
int -eksndsofa few capita’istswonld belikely to
meks the necessities of the settier their oppor-
tauity. He therefore recommendcd in his mas-
sage to Congress just what your peliticners
would reepectfuily ask of this Congress, to de
clere that no perzon, individaal or corparate,
Fhould get between the eettler and the gorera-
mert on the pablic domain. This position was
taken when the sabject of class lezislation was
presented in its most snobjectionidle form.—
‘Hed the Montana land grant become & law, agd
a precedent for future legistation, your commir-
tee cannot see any righta that the people crald
huve in tbese Iandeg, other than through the saf-
fersnce of a few political adventurers or capi-al-
js=te thit nay meet at every scssion of our Coa-
gress,  Your committee weuld respeetfully rep-
regent that cities on the westera elops of this
contincut, others more ceatrallv located, have
sprong up, 48 if by magic, eclipsing in material
wealth and prosperity many of our ma3st favored
cities after & growth of half a cenlury. This
prosperity we offer as demonstrative proof of the
ctange acked for by the petittes. The 1zhurer
in {8)s cage was master of the sitaation: he had
orly 1o labor sud to thrive. Tihz Britlzh lagd
+yetem bad not been safiiciently perfecied by our
gzovernment to take in this distant rezion from
hios & portion of bis hard -earved toil. Wherever
ike hard of nature had planted ber treasures h:
wag f1ec to make hig Jedogment; to supply eivi'-
'z«d Iife with any end gl its wanta, It isthis
rrinciple tha: we wish to see applied to all oar
agricuitural lauds,

Your ¢ mmitiee wounld here aszart, ag wahave
befoere intimated, that thiz eystem 13 not of Ame
rican, but rather of Britizh origin. 'The lands
were inthas country at an early day spfely plaed
in the bands of a few individaals, and that they

1z.d thelr descendants have always comonzed the
covernment of that coantry; that after 639 years,
tiae to their instincis, the *land monopdlies™
eent 10 our g£aores their Alubamas to prey upon
our commerce and destroy oar institolions2 —
The power creatcd by this system hasall this
y.hiie been freadily purselag 'its releptlase
COUTER, OPROING nuy muzsaif wil Mmay hive
for 118 objict the ameliorailon of the eondition
of tke people. Your committee would respact
fully submi. that in no other form dses wealth
become o ohjectionadle Lo the moral, egcial and
material interesta of the conatry. Taelands in
tbe calorics nrevious to iherevolation were con-
zcerd a8 belorglng to the Crown; the British
rolers were carefal not to atopt & zencral sys-
terr, hut made epecisl grants <o eoatt fveries
cr those Laving {rierds atcourt.” much the same
ng 18 now practiced as every szssion of our Con-
greeg. Thiz power, then, 1t wonld gecm, was
nut cantemplated by this governmeat, tha’ we
ovghi to treaw it as au interioper, foreizno to oar
iuteresis and monarchial in 118 pretensions.

In view of the false position thag politicians
hiave accorded to lskor und industry, we would
propose toe following sentiment, in order to re-
gtore theni to their proper position, viz: “Taa
iovols to these that have the a5y and skill te
use e, end the iends to those thas have the
will and Leart to enltivate tham. .

N TFcr the rcasone adaced above, your commit
tee weeld moet respectfuliy recommend that the
comimnitten appointed by this houss to visit and
coufer Wity the Preeident be regnested to call

!L.m:‘\;i:.t:;:-n .to 1ke subject, wita & view to his

u-anueration in gecurizg come rFERLEG LIC

ﬁnvr‘;_sﬁf retorm, o6 #OMOBPDrOpreaie mea

Vilh reference to the publle deht, we cannn
st any objecilons to m.Bxy mach the i«f’éqﬁ
we would in eases of Judividasl] injebtedness.—

Far instence, it is concoded thst Uncle Samuel

or Brother Johnathau owes a large debt, thas {t

iz not pessible, if degirable, to pay at this tima,

Irig also copeeded that he i3 the owncr of a

large {urm that is not a4 «lf produetive,  Would

it rot be well firet 10 improve this farm by oc-
cupation and caitivation in the most prectical

IMBLOCY, with reference to the gregtest amonnt

4f peadaciicn? In the mesntime, a8 debt be-

cemes qae, and perhaps sooner, the amount be
f?rdctl in bonr€s rucuing twenty or fifsy yeara
that jvtercey be redacad, and your committes
14ink that it need not excezd foar and  half or
dve per cent., and 1hat they be tiade subject to
taxation. 1¢1is fair 1o presnme that our ar3ea.
ecd yaluation will double in that lapgth, making

e L‘};“}')dﬂz..w H‘-‘ht“]gh’-her if paid by direct tax,

vIich portion, at least, of th - .
Uon Bhouid belatd 1n this wap, Doroom of tasa

Afer considerable debate, the report waa re-
ceived ard unsnimously agdopied.

© THE ETGNT-HOUR KEPORT.

o Mr. I:rmstronsz maved that tha vote of vadtor.

8y, adopting the report of the commitiee on
the oight Lonr system, &c. ered:
by %‘.ch \L\as ndnptctji. &, be reconsidereg;

motion was then made by Me. Spanldiage to
fe‘q’cimmit the report for the purpoecpol‘ mgdg';ry.
irg ig.to wmeer'the views of the delegates oppos-

Jir. Cathor, of Eaitimore, eaid he desired to
flve ihe reazons why s mjority of tae Maryland
delegates voied seainst ithe repors.  He thonght
Ehe circumetances by which they wera euc-
rcunded in Maryland, ought to be satisfactory o
the convention,” Me belioved it would be inex-
prdient, snd 1o the disadvantage of the
working men of Maryland to engage in the
f4 mation of a national labor party forth-
with. Ife wished the people of 2 iryland
to know that they voteg azainet it becsuze
they tbonght it was _againat the iatgrests
ef the workingmen of Maryland ay this time. —
For geveral years psst two-thirds or three-
fourthg of the voters of Maryland bad been dis-
franchiged. We havebad no part or 83y In the gov-
vinment of the State,.but through the liberality
of the Gavernor they were abont 1o acquire their
right of suffrage. ‘Phe objectionable featare of
tbe report wag the inauguration of the jabor
party movement at this time, When we acquaire
ou Ar ’rtwi‘hte. we e}re ;:it.hd‘you. )

¢r fome further dias i 1
recommitoeds () cugsion the re.port; was
Afterncon Session,
The Congrees reasgembled at 2 P, M.
Mr. Hyland, of Maryland, chalrman of the
.onémmce to which the reFort on the eight.honr
_agsoe;tn éz%d the polical view was recommitted,
1 Dd ed back the rerolations (as pubdlished yes-
-eraay,) with the first resolation amendey 8o as -
0 read as- follows, the only mategial 'amend-
ngm belng the addition of the lnes quoted:
. Hesolvedy That- the time has come when the
worki B P
- ;nFmen of the Uplted States ‘should cut
t.bﬁmse ves aloof. from lp&rty~tie5.and» tC’dIIGC‘
Lions; and organize themselves into a-+Natjonal
Liabor-Party," the ohjects of which' shall ‘be to
eecure tho enactment of g ‘Jlaw making ‘eight
houra a.legal dey’s work by .our national Coa-
eress -and, sevoral :Biate Legislatyrpe, and ‘the
clection of men who will - eustain ang -repres
'he intereets of the industrial clased .
of Abis:fact,. We; the XeprescnLatitan of e works
ingmen.of America,in Congrosa.assembled, res:
commend that :stepa-bo-takentos ?f
and:-whiclrshall“be" putin opdration 3
pr&%’_c’p}e;_!}.i'?. N e R, ) o & ¥ 3 g
.THe 7eEport, ds “wha”sdopted, with
SR

A
j;’ '.Qb S .v..- «:g ?jf&n ,’,:‘%{ ffsiy |
};gg%gggghﬁmﬁmbﬁ g’«%‘ﬁ'}%&g‘

{85 interview with the President of thg

R I o Y

.gnl.‘

VIR SN

TR

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

ted States on the eight hour question,’> reported
thus tbe commitiee had telegraphed to the Pres-
ident to jearn at what time he would be pleased
to receive them, but not having received any re-
ply, the committeeasked for farther time to xe-
porty which was granted. ’
DISPATCH FROM THE PRESIDENT. =
Snbecquent)y the chair announced the follow-
ing telographic dispatch from the President of
the United Btatee,.addressed ta John Hinch-
cliffe, Bsq., President of the National Labor
Convention: R
“I will be most happy to recelve the commit-
teo appomied by the National :Labor Congress
on Saturday. - ANDREW JOHNSON."
A WORLD'S8 CONGRESS. . - -
Mr. Harding, of New York, offered the fol-
lowing: . #

Whereas 8 World’s Congress of Labor isabout
to Le held in tke city of GGeneva, one of the caa-
tous of the Swiss Bepublic; and Whereas tha
time I8 noew tao _hoft for a delegato Lo D¢ punt
fron. these United 8 ates. therefore

Resolved. That the Execative Council of the
National Lubor Uplou be anthorized wo ieunder
tke thauks of this couvention to the Ceatral O:
ganizaion Of Labor in Europe, together with 2
cnpy of the proceedings of this convention, cid-
diog them God epeed in their glorious work:
aué that the cxecutive council, in the event of
arotlcr eurch convention beiag held hefore an-
cther meeting of this Congress, they be anlhoz-
ized ta-scrd 8 delegate to such conveationy |

The resvlvtion was adopled. &

SOUTHERN DELEGATES,

Mr. J. C. C. Whaley, of the District of Colum-
biu. oflered the following:

Wherceas, 15 i8 both desirable aad proper that
the whale country shonld participate in the
great Jabor movement which this convention es-
says to ingugurate, and whercag, the pressnce
Y:ere of Gelegates from the States of Georgia and
Yirginia, and the. reccpuion of commauuni ‘a-
tiong frem the Trades’ Assemblies of Hobilae
srd New Orleans ia 8 source of gratification and
uvefulnees, offering an carneat of their desiro
snd intention to join with us ig this attempt
to asmeliorate the conditlon of the workisg
classes, therelore

Desolved, That we'hail with much pleasurethe
prescues here of the delegations from the Soath,
snd cordinlly and fraternally invite the penple of
thst seclion ©f onr COmmON country to join with
us in the movement we have undertaken, and
te sgain renew the reciprocal relationz 80 mna-
bepplly surpended in the Inmentable eivil sirile
tbroogh wifch we huve recentiy passed.

The rueeclution was aqopicd.

TERMANENT ORGANIZATION OF THE LADOR CON-
GLESS.

Mr. Tronp moved that the Congress proced
to tle election of permacent ofiicers of the Con-
grees under the report on that eubject adop ed
yesterday. sud that the president ficat be elect-
ed by bailot, which was adopred. Tae follow
ing was the resplis  For Whaley 28, Hincheiiffe
8, Emmons 4, Scattering 5.

sr. J. C. C. Whaley, of Washington. stated
that he declincd the position. The Coagress
relugcd to ¢xcure him, aué he was declured to
be unauimouely clected,

A vice-president at large was next bailoted
for, with the fillowlng result:  Schlezer 31,
Hirnchelifie 7, Scatiaring 3. .

Mr, E sSchleger, of nicago, waa then deciar-
cd vusnimously eleCted.

The fcllowing vice-presidents from the differ-
cnt Stutes repreeited in the Congress werC
nomirated by their respective delegations, aod
wnacimounely clecied: Massachuseits, Alexan-
der Troupe: Mary:iand, Wm. Cather; Pengsylva:
ria, Marsbail Robergs; Dietrict of Columhis,
Richard Emmonsz; Relaware, R, L. Mastin; Kow
York, W. J. Jeseop: Indians, Jacob J, Aiford;
Michigsn, Themas 3. Dolnu; Mizzourl, Jam:as
Ashworth; Hlinois, A, C. Caeron: lowa, Janmes
McXim; Georgis, YWm, B Ilear Virginia, D. B.
Bal:om: Conrecticnt, A. W. Paclps®.

She foillowing oflicers wer2 al=0 elected by
hallot: Recording secretary, James B, Overton,
of Baltic:ore, Marviand; az-istsant recording ses-
retary, Wim, H. Lee, of Richmoad, Virginis;
correepondicg secreiary. Wilitam Gihaon, of New
Naven, Conveciicur: assistint corregponding
secreisry, Mewry Grorge, of Lrotrolt, Michfgaw

treazurer, Joho Hinckelifie, of Bailville, Litinais;
ficancis] commitiee, Taomass. Everett, Dalor-
more; dames Ashworth, Misspurii W Bad-
win, New York.
THE NEXT CONGRE?S,

Tre¢ Congress haviae Wedne-day paga:zd aress-
Jjution to hold snother mecting on the thicd
Mongay of August, 1557, 8 motion was adopted
to balio: for choice cof plice of megeting. 'Toe
following was the retnlr of the ficat ballozr  Ss.
Louis 14, Chicago 11, Pittaburg 9, Richmnond 6,
New York 4, Washington 4, Boston 4, Clevaland
2, Providence 1, Brooklynl. Oa the s2¢dud Dal-
iol Chicrego 1cceived 81 voies and St Lioais 17,

The chair announced that the Lext Coageess
would Lie keld in Chiczgo.

VOTES CF TIAY

Fr.d. D. Ware ofered the fcijowing:

Ftsolved, That1he thacks of this Natiznal La
Lior Corgrers be tendered to Jobn T, Ford, £,

ter bis genercns tender of the Front Stires: T
atre for the use of this bady; which was gaual
monsly scopted.

The thanik= of the Congriss were then volcd
to the cilicers of tie convention for the couete-
cur discharge of dutles; aisy, to the citizens of
Buitirmore for tke many kindbesres received by
the delegees et their hands;and also to the repre-
eenistivee of the press for their correct aedim
partial reports of ibe precctdicgs of ihe Con-
SICES,

A resolwrion wa’ adopted antharizing the
commi:tec on the 2déresa to the workiagmen of
the 'nited Stateg 1o have printed one thousaed
copics in Englisa and five hucdred in Germay of
the address when 1:sucd, and that capies be seut
to members, and ocherwise circalated.

The committee on resolutions havicg stated
that thy wonid noy be pregsired to repors unti

& day, lhe Congreaa adjyuicaed antii 05 o'ciack
thie day.
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