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LA FOLLETTE READY |
TOLEADNEWPARTY;
ASSAILS COMMUNISH

Virtually Says He Will Run
Unless 0Old Parties
_}Clean House.

WARNS ALL PROGRESSIVES

Advises Them to Repudiate St.
Paul Convention, Whose Con-
trol Communists Seek.

'MOVE STIRS WASHINGTON

Comrmittee of 48 Quits Farmer-
Labor Party—Latter Won't
Change Plans.

Special to The New York Times,

WASHINGTON, May 28.—Senator La
Follette, leader of the Radical-Progres-
slve group in Congress, created a politi-
cal sensation today through the publica-
tion of a letter in which he practically
stated that he would head & third party
ticket in this Fall's campaign in opposi-
tion to the Democratic and Republican
Presidential candidates unless both the
major parties ‘‘cleaned house” to his
liking.

Simultaneously he roundly denounced
the Communist Party and warned Pro-
gressives that it was seeking to domi-
nate for its own ends, the Farmer-
Labor Progressive convention called for
June 17, at St. Paul.

While there has been a growing be-
lief that he intended to father an inde-
pendent organization, nothing so direct-
|y indicating his purpose has come from
the Senator himself as today’s announce-
ment of his views on the exlsting situa-
tion.

To Await Coz}ventlons’ Results.

' The announcement was made in a let-
ter written by the Senator at Atlantic
City in May to Attorney General Ekern
of Wisconsin, which was given out for
publication from Mr. La Follette's of-
fice in the Capitol. The letter chiefly
condemns the action of the Farmer-
Labor Progressive Party In agreeing to
admit delegates representing the Com-
munist Party to its national convention.

In repudiating the use of his name
by the promoters of the St. Paul con-
vention, “in such a way as to convey
the impression that it has my gpproval,”
Senator La Follette serves notice that,
unless the Republican and Democratic
Partles have a thorough housecleaning,
an independent political movement will
result.

~If this is not done,’” says the letter,
g, long-suffering and righteously indig-
nant people will find in the coming cam-
paign effective means, independent of
both these old partles, to take back con-
trol of their Government and make {t
truly representative.”

Read in the light of its context, Sepa-
tor La Follette's letter confirms the un-
derstanding held here that he will not
‘declde the steps he will ultimately take
‘until after the Republican and Democ-
ratic natlonal conventions have been
held,

In his letters he says that these con-
ventions will demonstrate whether elther
of the old parties ‘‘can and will” get
rid of ‘“the evil influences which have
long dominated them.” This cannot be
done ‘‘by merely nominating some ale
leged Progressive and filling the plat-
form with misleading promises.”’

The major parties, to gain Mr. La
Follette’s support, must get rid of
“monopoly control,”’ throw out ““corrupt
political bosses,” adopt “truly progres-
sive principles’” and repudiate “‘those
great campaign contributors who have
in the past bought up both parties.”

There are parts of the letter that
sound conservative, considering, their
source. In condemning the Communists
he says that ‘‘all Progressives should
irefuse to participate in any movement
| which makes cause with any Communist
organization.”

Declares Against Sovlet.

The Soviet Government of Russia, the
Senator writes, is inconsistent with the
democracy of America. The only pur-
pose of the Communists in joining the
Progressive cause *is to disrupt it."”
| Mr. La Follette quotes articles to
{show that the Communist International
‘at Moscow urged Its representatives in
America. to take part in the St. Paul
convention.

i The outstanding feature of the com-
ments already heard on the letter Is
i that its condemnation of communism
'and sovietism, coming from one classed
'as a radical, will have a far-reaching
effect in curtailing the activities of Rus-
sian Reds in the United States and in-
jure their movement to & considerable
degrese.

I Ppolitically, Mr. La Follette's denuncia-
tion of communism is expected to bear

Continued on Page Two.
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fruit. Many farmers of the West, in-
clined to approve his views, have looked
askance at the endorsement of the So-
viet Government of Russla by some
leading American politiclans. Those of
this trend of mind wiil find it easier to
make a political hero of the Senator
from Wisconsin, and the lmportance of
this is not lost on those who look with
apprehension on his apparent purpose to
organize an independent political move-
ment.
Washington’s View of His Plans.

Stili another importdnt angle of Mr.
La TFollette's declaration is his virtual
repudiation of support from the Farmer-
Labor Party, which is strong in certain
portions of the Northwest and has two
Representatives in the United States
Senate ,who have followed his leadership,
unless it purges itself of Communist

delegates.

The Senator has been at Atlantie City
for some time recuperating from an
attack of pneumonia and presumably
getting himself in physical shape for a
strenuous political campalgn. While
there he has seen many persons active
in the Radical Progressive ranks. Ac-
cording to the opinion held here, he is
planning to take the nomination of a
third party with a view to throwing
the Presldential election into the House
of Representatives, wnere, with the foi-
lowing he has in that body, it would be
impossible for the candidate of either
of the major parties to be chosen
without making terms with him,

Under the Constitution, the House,
when it is called on to c¢hoose a Presi-
dent, must confine its voting for choice
tn the three candidates having the high-
est number of elecoral votes. If there
has been no election of a Vice President
the Senate must choose that official. but
the choice is restricted to the two per-
sons;‘\ ha]. ng
electora 3,

That mean that the cholce
would be restricted to elther the Re-
publican or the Democratic nominee and
would shut out the candidate for Vice
President of Mr. La Follette's Indepen-
dent movement. If the House falls to
|elect a President then the Vice Presi-
dent chosen by the Senate becomes
President. As in the House, the
Follette group holds the balance of
power in the Senate. The present Con-
gress would make the choice of Presi-
dent and Vice President {f there should
be no election by electors.

The belief prevails at the capital
that Senator La Follette intends, if he
starts his independent movement, to
have its candidates for President and
Vice Presldent brought into the eon-
test through nominating Presidential
electors in each State by petition. This
is easler than might appear, for State
laws are extremely liberal on the sub-
ject, some of them permitting electors
to be nominated on the petition of as
few as 300 persons and others per-
mitting nomination on petitlon by 1
per cent. of specified classes of votes
polled in a prior election. -

Text of La Follette's Letter.
The text of Senabtor La Follette’s letter

follows:

Atlantic City, N. J.. May 26, 1924.

Hon. Herman . KBkern, Attorney
. Gpgneral, Madison, Wis.

My dear Mr. Ekern:

. I have your letter of May 17, saying
that many of my friends in Wisconsin
are anxious to know my attitude to-
ward the Farmer-Labor-Progressive
Convention called to meet at St. Paul,
June 17.

1 should not feel it incumbent upon
~me t8 declare my attitude except that
i my name is being used by the pro-
moters of that convention in such a
way assto convey the Impression that
it has my approval, and a8 a result
some of my friends in different parts
of the country contemplate attendin
the St. Paul convention. RBacause o
these facts, I feel it my duty 1o state
my views frankly.

I have no doubt that very many of
those who have participated in bring-
ing about the Paul convention
have been actuated by the purest de-
sire to promote genuine political and
cconomic progress.

Nevertheless, in my Jjudgment, the
June 17 convention will not command
the support of the farmers, the work-
ers or other Progressives because
those who have had charge of the are

the greatest number of ]

rangements for this convention have
committed the fatal error of making
the Communists an integral part of
thelr organization. .

The Communista have admittedly
entered into this political movement
not for the purpose of curing, by
means of the ballot, the evils which
afflict the American people, but only
to divide and confuse the Progres-
sive movement and create a condition
of ehaos favorable to their ultimate
alms. ' Thelr real purpose is to eatab-
lish by revolutionary action a dic-
tatorship of the proletariat, which is
absolutely repugnant “to democratic
ideals and to all American aspirations,
The official declarations of the Work-
ers’ Party show clearly that they are
geeking to wuse the Farmer-Labor
Party of Minnesota and other Pro-
gressive organizations that lent their
names to this convention as a means
of advancing their own ends.

This is shown by an official state-
ment of the Central Executive Com-
mittee of the Workers’ Party of
America as follows:

(Printed in The Dally Worker:
the officlal organ of the Workers
Party, March 31, 1924.) |

The policy which we adopt in
Minnesota will be a precedent for
the whole party in relation to the
national  Farmer-Labor Party
when that organization is finally
crystallized. It is therefore im-
portant.that we adopt the-correct
Communist policy in Minnesota as
a gulde to our whole party for its
WORK _INSIDE OF THE FARM-
BR-LABOR PARTY THROUGH-
OUT THE COUNTRY. * * ¢

'I'he1 Worlgars' Pariu; %ridées itt%elg
on being a Communist Party: tha
means, that IT CONSIDERS ITS
WORK TO BUILD gJP Ifi\ND
LEAD THE FORCES WHICH
WILL BRING ABOUT A PRO-

LETARIAT.
CENTRAI EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE,
C. E. RUTHENBERG,
Secretary.
Progressives, inclined to attend the

June 17 convention should also con-

sider the statement, published in The
Daily Worker of May 16, 1924, by the
Central Executive Committee of the
Workers’ Party of America over the
signature of Willlam Z. Foster, and
C. Ruthenberg, BExecutive Secre-
ta

TY

*In order to gettle the question of

~whether the Farmer-Labor united

front was & policy that a Communist
Party such as the Workers’ Party
should put into effect and in support
of which it should throw all its
strength, the Central Executlve Com-
mittee of the Workers' Party sub-
mitted this question to the Com-
munist International (Moscow), with
which it 1s affiliated as a fraternal
organization.

“The view of the Communist Inter-
national on this question is expressed
in the following cablegram:

** ‘Communist International con-
siders June 17 convention momen-
tous importance for Workers’ Par-
ty. Urges C. E. C. not to slacken
activities preparation June A
Utilize every avalilable force to
make St. Paul convention great
representative gathering labor and

left wing, \

P EXBGUTIVE  _COMMITTEE.,
COMMUNIST INTERNA-
TIONAL.' -

Has No Fear of Communlists.

The Communist organization in
Amerlea thus acting under orders from
the Communist International at Mos-
cow, will not only participate In the

t. Paul convention on June 17, but

as already secured a strategic posi-
tion In the directicn of that conven-
tion. C. A. Hathaway, the Secretary-
Treasurer of the Committee on Ar-
rangementd for the St. Paul conven-
tion, 1s_an avowed Communist, and
was & delegate to itg Third National
Convention, held i{n Chicago, Dec. 380,
1923. All credentials for the St. Paul
convention are made returnable to
Hathaway as Secretary, and as Treas-
urer he controls its funds. Joseph
Manley, son-in-law of William Z. Fos-
ter and an avowed Communist, is
also a member of the Committee on
Arrangements. :

Although the National Communist
organization, as sucl, may be granted
only five delegates fn the St. Paul
convention, the basis of representation
adopted is lending itself to their pur-
pose to control. eliable information
shows that a ve large number of

Communist delegates will be present
at-St. Paul with duly authorized
credentials.

Reposing complete confidence in the’

soundness of the delfberate judgment
of the American people, I have no ‘ap-
prehension -that, the Communist Party
can ever command a.ny\ considerable

support in this country. I do not
question their right, under the Con-
stitution, to submit their issues to the
people, but I most emphatically pro-
test against their being admitted into
the counclls of any body of Progres-
give voters. The Communists stand
for the substitution of the Soviet form
of government for the one we now
have and propose to accomplish this
change through a revolution, with a
class dictatorship as their ultimate
aim instead of a democracy. To pre-
tend that the Communists can work
with the Progressives who belleve in
democraoy §s8 deliberately to decelve
the public. The Communists are an-
tagonistic to the Progressive cause
and their only putpose In joining such
a movement is to disrupt it.

Not only are the Communists the
mortal enemies of the Progressive
movement and democratic ideals, but
under the'cloak of such extremists, the
reactionary interests find the best op-
portunity to plant thelr spies and pro-
vocatory agents for the purpose of
confusing and destroying true Progres-
sive miovements.

Assails Monopoly Control.

T have devoted many years of my
life to an effort to solve the problems”
which confront the American people by
the ballot and not by force. I belleve
that the people through the ballot can
completely control thelr Government
in every branch and compel it to serve
them effectively. I have fought stead- '
fastly to achieve this end, and I ghall
not abandon this fight as long as I
may lve, I believe, therefore, that all -
Progressives should refuse to partici-
pate in any movement which makes
common cause with any Communist
organization.

There is no doubt that the people
have come to understand that private
monopoly controls the officlal ma-
chinery of both the Democratic -and
Republican parties. Recent public
scandals, such as the War Frauds,
the Shipping Board, Teapot Dome and
other oil leases, the Veterans’ Bu-
reau, the Alien Property Custodian,
the degradation of the Department of
Justice, under both Democratic aend
Republlean Administrations, and the—
endless fraud and corruption in con-
nection with taxation and prohibition
enforcement, are but evidences of
such control of party by lawless and
predatory Interests. / ;

The approaching Democratic and
Republican Conventions will demon-
strate to the people whether efther
of those parties can and will purge
itself of the evil infuences which have
long dominated them. This cannot. be
accomplished by merely nominating
some erlleged Progressive and filling
the platform with ‘misleading prom-
ises. It demands the elimination of
monopoly control, the downfall of the
corrupt political bosses, the adoption
of truly progressive principles and
the repudiation of those great cam
paign contributors who have In the
past bought up both parties.

If thig Is not done a long suffering
and indignant people will find In the
coming campaign effective means, in-
dependent of both these old parties,
to take back control of thetr Govern-
gnent and make it truly representa-

yve.

'

. Sincerely yours,
ROBERT M. La FOLLETTE.

FOLLOW LA FOLLETTE'S ADVICE

Committee of 48 Withdraws From
St. Paul Convention.

With Senator Le Follette denourcing
as ‘“Communistic’* and on that ground'!
repudiating the prospective convention
o? “Progressives,” scheduled to meet
at St. Paul on June 17, heretofore it
had been thought to nominate the Wis-
consin Senator for Presldent on a third
party ticket, J. A. H. Hopkins, Chair-
man of the Committee of Forty-eight,
up to the present one of the prime fac-
tors in the movement, announced last
night that his committee would with-
draw from the convention and that he
would call on all affiliated groups to‘
d» likewise. )

Of the eighteen .groups which signed'
the call for the June 17 convention, all
with the exception of three or four are |
more or less directly affillated with the
Committee of Forty-eight and In all
Hkelthood will prove amenable to direc-
tions emanating from Chairman Hop-
kins. He said last night that while in
,t!fe convention, as it was contemplated

originally, the Communistic element in
his ‘opinion would have been in a small
minority, the withdrawal of the Com-
mittee -0f Forty-oight and ita allles'

might possible give control of the con-
vention to the Communists and through
them to the Third International "in
Moscow. -~

Mr. Hopkins said that while the con-
vention had been called in good faith, he
was fully alive to the peril to which
Senator L.a Follette called attention in
his letter to Attorney General IEkern of
Wisconsin and in thorough accord with
the Senator’'s views. He sald the/La
Follette platform was tdentical with the
platform already promulgated by the
Committee of Forty-eight.

Tn a statement made public last night
Mr. Hopkins announced that he would
certify National and State delegates to
represent the Committee of Forty-elght
and affiliated groups at the conference
of other third party supporters which
has been called to meet at Cleveland on
July 4, under the auspices of the Con-
ference for Progressive Political Action
under whose banners have assembled
certain labor organizations of less radi-
cal hue than those interested in the
gathering at St, Paul.

Among local Republicans the failure of
ySenator La Follette to say explicitly
that he wgs willing to assume the lead-
ership in a prospective third party fight
was regarded as not wlithout signifi-
cance. Some expressed the view that he
was merely serving notice on and at-
tempting to "‘throw a scdre'’ into the
two older parties to influence the actions
of thefr national conventions. Others
appeared to believa that in a rule or
ruin spirit he would take the warpath,
not with any idea of winning, but on the
long chance of belng able to deadlock'
the Electoral College and throw the elec-
tion into the House with some ultimate
political profit to himself and hils group
of ‘‘Progressives.””

In his statement Chairman Xopkins

ald :

““We recognize the right of the Com-
munists to give legat expression, political
or otherwlise, to their views, but those
views are in direct opposition to every-
thing for which the Committee of Forty-
eight has stood and will continue to¢
stand. The Committéee of Forty-eight
therefore takes a position‘similar to that
announced by Senator La Follette in the
statement he issued Wednesday., His
r-olitical purpose and program are lden-
tical with our own. He could partici-
pate In no movement controlled, as a
whole or in part, by Communists any
more than he could particfpate in a
movement controlled by the Republican
or Democratic Old Guard.

““For many months we have been hop-
ing that Senator La Follette would issue
4 positive statement as to his position,
which he has now done.

‘“As the matter stands, Senator La
Follette hs3: requested that all Progres-
sives should refrain from participating
in the June 17 convention. This request
cannot be lightly disregarded, especlally
by any of his friends who, like ourselves,
have lahored for years to bring about
his nomination for the Presidency. .As-
suming, as we well may, that the re-
quirements which Senator La Follette
has described are quite impossible of
fulfillment either by the Republican or
Democratic parties, I take his statement
to mean that he is réady and willlng to
accept the Presidential nomination at
the Cleveland convention of the confer-
ence for Propressive Political Action on
July 4 and that the-convention will take
take action accordingly. .

“For the reasons gtated the Committee
of Forty-eight withdraws from the June
17 convention and will recommend sim-
ilar action to every organization partic-
ipating therein. Furthermore, in pur-
suance of the authority already vested
in me as National” Executive Chairman
through the resolution adopted last
week, I shall take steps_to certify Com-
mittee of Forty-eight delegates .to the
to the July 4 convention to the extent of
three nsational delegates and two from
each of the State organlzation with
which the Committee of Forty-eight is
ccnnected, which, with a corresponding
number of alternates, is, I belleve, in
accordance with the representation des- !
ignated in the call to this convention.

Chairman Hopkins of the Committee
of Forty-eight, in the event that Sena-
tor La Follette should fail to accept
a nomination from the Cleveland con-
ference, might himself. become a candi-
date. He was named as third choice
for the nomination at a preliminary
conference held some months ago under
the same auspices. Last night he said
he understood Senator La Follette was
in good enough health to lead the fight.

Y understand,” sald ;Mr. Hopkins,
“that the Senator's long stay at At-
lantic City has been for the purpose
of grooming himself for the coming
conflict.” ;

Charles D. Hilles, Republican Na-
tional Committeeman, = expressed the
view'that Senator La Follette would be
unable on account of his physical con-
dition to go through with a campaign. :
His opinlon was that anything the Re-
publicans might do to meet the views
of the Wisconsin Senatar would prove
unsatisfactory "to him and that unde
the circumstances there could be no ef-
fective attempt to conciliate him and
his fellow ‘'progressives.”

President Samuel S. Koenigof the New

m

York County Republicafh Committee ex-
pressed they opintan that smttor La

/
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T'ollette had no serious intention of run-
ning for President and was merely seek-
ing to Influence the action of the old-
line parties. hand
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