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CONTRACTORS
OPENING FIRE.

qufa}'e_ Upon Unionism in
McCarthytown.

First Real Move Against the
Unionite Ezactions. )

Influence of. Los Angeles Is
. “Beginning to Tell.
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SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 3L.—The AI-
filiated Building Contractors’ Associa-
tion of San Francisco is planning 2
general reduction in wages of all build-
ing“mechanics in this city to meel the
exigencles of the times. This was de-
cided upon immediately after the vie-
tory won by the building contractors
in the recent strike of the hod car-
riers.

The: bullding contractors aver thet
the wage of buiiding, mechanics s
higher here than in any other. city in
the country and is largely responsible
for the*depression in the bullding in-
dustry " at the- present time’when ev-
erything .should be booming. )

At-the time-of the disaster in 1306,
the wiges-of all building mechanlcs
Were, ratsed to’an ed “notch,
and through the efforts” of the Bulld-
ing Trades.Council.these wages that
prevailed at that time have never.been
low: s . ..
The, building contractdrs also.learned
that “the :Building -Trades hco?i:'lﬁ eig

lanning to-get the upper han
zon:trucﬁonﬁ_the worid’s falr build-
ings and is planning even a
further increase in wages. It was
learned that this is the reason' why
the Building Trades Council and its
affiliated unions.have been sO generous
in their subscriptions to thc world’s
fair fund. In fact, at one of the meel=s
ings of the Building Trades Council, it
is alleged the delegates were urged to
report back to their unions that un-
less organized labor contributed gen-
erously .to. the projoct it would be in
no position to regulate prices of labor
at the world‘s fair and to demand that
clneed-shop conditions prevail. |

The Affliated Building Contractors';
Association, however, is master of the
situation ayd does not, intend to al-‘
low the unions to dictate the conditions,
under which -the world's “fair-buildingy
shall be constructed. - - .

There will-be no trouble over  the
determination ot the comtractors-to_re-
duce wages $1 per day all aroumd, not
the slightest,.as organized labor in-San
Frapcisco; is-on the wane - and ‘the
workers-know it and will be glad td.se-
cure feace at any, price. - o

, .

Persistent rumors are afloat to the
effect that'the California Metal Trades
Association has positively. refused -to
grant the ‘eight-hour day to the fion
workers in San-Francisco. ‘While these
rumors t be,confirmed, there is
every reason to believe that they are,
e, “#s~it" Is" known prositi the
Saz Francisco'is considering theé prop-
osition of affiliating with- the National
Association of ,
policy is antagonistic to the eight-
hour, day oxthe granting of any furthér
con¢essions to the unions.

The Iron Trades Council is cognizant
of this fact and its officers acknowl-
edge that the situation is most critical
However, they deny.that the Califor-
nia Meta! Trades Association has-re-
fused to grant the eight-hour day and
say that the matter is still being dis-
&usséd. in conferences from time to,

me.- .

Stn Franciscans.are just beginning
to understand- what McCarthy meant
when he-anmounced upon taking office

as Mayor that “the people have come
into: their own.” They got an ink!ing‘
of it"when "he- started to reduce the
hours 0f-labor and Increase the wages
of city .employés,.but it struck them
with..full” force when it was learned’
that Mac is trying to give the work of
laying. the pipes of the new salt water
auxiliary. fire system to the Plumbers’:
Union, -instead of to the Water Work-"
ers’ Union, to whom the work rigat-
fully belongs, - because the plumbers
Wil receive $6.a day for their work
swhile the water workers will only de-,
mand $4 & day for the same work.

The secret is that the Plumbers’
Tnion -is afiliated with the Building
"Trades Council, while the Water
YWorkers' Union is a Labor Council
organization, and_ as the Building
Trades Council contributed the enor-
mous sum to McCarthy's campalgn
fund, it is but natural that he shouid
feel under obligations to give the work
to the plumbers. Meanwhile, “the peo-
‘ple” "who “have come into their own,”
must pay the, price, a diffeernce of $2
a day for.every.man engaged in the
work of daying plpes for the salt wa-
ter system. -

It 1s”Just barely possible that “the
‘people”.may be saved this expense, as
the Labor Council, representing thd
better element of organized labor in
this city. is trying to get the American
Federation of Labor to award a de-
cisionTin favor of the water workers,
but it" is doubtful if they will suc-
ceed, as the Plumbers’ Union is repre-
sented on the executive board of the
American Federatior of Labor. The
result may be that”the completion of
the system may be delayed indefinitely
owing -to the jurisdictional dispute,
while the taxpayers will be forced to
pay a high rate of insurance because
of the lack of this additional protec-
tion aguinst fire.

It is a glorious system, this govern-
ment by. of and for the people, inaug-
urated by the union labor party. .

.. While the unions are continuously
making . war employers of
Asiatics and support two expensive in-
-stitutions known as the Asiatic Exclu-
sion League and the Anti-Japanese
Laundry League, Institutions that fur-
nish good fat jobs for lazy leaders
_that stand_ in with the gang, it is a
.fact ,that on Labor Day many unions
“will ‘tusn out in gorgeous uniforms,
badges and expensive banners all
made by Sapanese.and not a single
“trapping the union . label
-Thus far not a protest against these
“unlons patronizing Asiatics manufac-
turing Labor Day regalia has been
raised by either the Labor Council or
the Building Trades Council. although
an effort is being made to put out of

A gvery proprietor of a small
Testa! t or café who is employing
Asiatics because he can not get re-
liable white heip: and every politieal
candidate who will not pledge him-
-pelf. to work for the exclusion of
Asiatics is being marked fcr slaugh-
ter~oy the lador politicians.

Glowing reports of the ‘‘encourag-
:ng” . situation in Los Angeles were
~zonspicucualy minus in the speeches
made by the labor fdkirs upon their
return here from Los Angeles. In fact,
no repor:_has deen made on the strike
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in Los Angeles for more than a week,
although a bunch of the higher-ups
in the labor movement left here for
Los Angeles last week with® colors
flying. and shouting from the rear
end of a Pullman.what they intended
1o do to the Merchants®' and Manufac-
turers’ ¢ ation of Los Angeles.
Not even 2 line have we had as to
what tne brilliant array of legal talent
deported from this city to aid the
strikers in Los Angeles is accomplish-
ing.

1f the lddbor leaders here are labor-

ing under the impression that “silence
is golden,” they are doomed to disap-
pointment, as the donations to the
strike funds from the unlons in San
Francisco are decreasing and the
Strike Committee s spending hun-
dreds of doilers in seading circulars
throughout the country appezling to

‘the .unioas for aid. They are getti

it, toix‘: ::’me of the ccn;x"!al XabotFe con?:f
tern:ci S

o ons Satern ties sending the whole

——

A daily paper, edited by labor
fakirs ‘and -published in the Iinterests.
of organized labor, has long been a
dream of certain zZrafting ‘higher-ups
in the labor movement of San Fran-
cisco. Perhape. this accounts for the
efiorts being made by certaia labor
leaders here to poison the minds of
the rank and file of organized labor
against the local press. It might also
explain why certain labor sharks have
taken a peculiar Interest in the News-
paper Solicitors” Urion and its fight
agalinst the N ap Publishers”
Association that threatens to doycott
every paper that does not recognize
the solicitors’ union




