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LABOR DAY.

Today is Not a Holiday in a Legal
. Sense.

Labor day will he ohserved today by the

partlal suspansion of genzral business, and,

&3 thy rallrbads ‘have given spcels! rates

- and speolal attractlons have been pro-
| vided at the beaches, travel 10 fhe sia-
shera promises ¢o be heavy. Contrary Lo
<he general belfef, however, today i3 not

4 legal hellday, and w!ll not be so ob-

served by thé banks and cther public in-
sthutlans,

AW tha trouble and mlsunlemmndlng
wera hrouwsht about by the recent act of
Congress wwhlch declares thal the firat
M:adiy ‘12 September 'shall’ b sot apart
a3 a hsliday, aud shall be known as Labor
day. ‘It was generally , belleved that an
act'of Congress of this chardoter held goad
all over the Unlted States, but 4t dges not.
Congrass can ¢nly leglslate on .subjects
expreasly provided far by «he Constitubica.
In the case ol declaring lolldays the Staics
have sols power. An sct cf Congress like
‘tir3 one passed can only hold goxd In the
case of the Distriet of Columbia and the
_Territorles. .

A3 far a3 Labor day {s concérned, the
Liegizlature of California has set apart tae
first Monday in October for the obszrvance
of that day, Sec. 10 of the Caldse™of Civil
Preeodure of the State .of Calitsrnia as
amended ia 1892, provides wbnr_ overy Sun-,
day, January 1, February 22, May 30, July
4, September 3, the first Maonday in Oc.
‘tober, Da.,ember 25, and evory day ap-
painted by tho Presldcnt or by tha Gov-
ernor of taz State for a publle faz or
thanksgiving shall be a holiday, and In
casx any of the set holldays come on a
Sunday thed the hollday shall b2 on the
follcwving Mondav.

In dlscussing these matters, fhe San
Francisco Chronicle of Saturday says:

“These facts were mot known generally
vecterday, and preparations had been made
ull over the el'y to close government and
municipal offices, as' the misapprehension
was so general. Even the Clearing-house
gave out the word up to 2:20 p.m. that-
Monday was a legal hollday. At that hour
it sent out notice of a directly opposite
‘nature,

“It - was omciully announced that ‘the
sub-treagury woum clese. 'The doors .of
tho Apprafsers’ bulld!ng and of the cus-
tom-housa were ordered shut trcm Saturlay
ti1l' Tuesdsy. The Harbor Commissjoners
employees, depuucs in- city’ offices, and
evbh the Jegal gentlemen wha occupy Supoe-
rior Court benches lodked ‘upon the matter
as a thorcughly understood thing, and an-
nounced : that umre would be no court on
Monday.

“Ch.ef Cerk Bnrne t ¢t tte Usl ed States
Mint was the sheptic who stirred up the
excitement,. He had -his doubts as tg the
legallty of Labor day and telegraphed to
‘Washington for. Instructions. Tha answer
he recelved was as follows:

WASHINGTON, Aug. 31, 1894.—Quperin-
t ndent United States Mlnt San Francisco:
You will nat recogalize- Monday as b logal
hollday un'ess made 30 by the laws of
the State. The act of Congreas applies
only 'tb mamcz ot Colwabia and. Territo-
rles R. E. PRESTON,

»“Director Mint.

“The nzws ‘reached the Clearing-houss
and the advice. of attorneys was secured.
The Clearing-house Immedlately sent ‘out
the new-order. 23 .abovz stated, President
Alvord of thé Bank - ol California- tela-
graphed to Gov. Markham, ‘asking.him.if
he-intended to declsre onday a legal holi-
daay.. The Gogernor: 2 phed that he hsd no
such intention. The signa In sll the bank
windews then -came do#n and ‘the govaern-
ment, and - mun’ 'clpal officers ‘are wondes-
ing, who mado the mistaks anyhow. Whit
the Stperlor Judges will do (s not knewvn,
but-1tis pumored -they will alk take anothor
yagation: uutll the- awful blunder is ror-
Bol*ﬂgn

LHyde .aresldent of’tha Board nr
Eduéaticn, annsunced at a committes meai~
ngheld - yesterday: afiornoon ‘that:the
‘sotioola wotld not close, the astion of tha
Clearing-house being considered’ sufficiont
autherlty >¥pon which . to act. So gehcol
wlll be held.as usual, - To the &chool <hil-
“drgn-'and gavgrament and. municipal em-
ploy:e3 Yhere will be .but a slight.dlzap-
pdintment. Very' serious buaincss compll-
_cations ml!ght have arlien, hmvewr, in
case the banks hsd k:pt: clc-!cd.'-'
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