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 LABOR DAY.

No Suspension of Business Dur-
ing the Day.

Street Parades and Public Speaking
jn the Evening,

Speeches by J. L. Skinner, Homor
Katz and Others.

Address by Mrs. Diggs, the Nationnl Ldc-
turer of the Knights of Labor, in
Ad y of the Prl of
the People's Party.

No one would have guessed had they
glanced at the busy throng that filled
the streets in the early hours of yester-
day that it -was Labor day, legalized by
the State as a tlme for celebration and
enjoyment by the laboring populace.
Mith the exception of the banks, busi-
ness houses generally were open the
greater part of the day; and necessarily
so, for Monday is always a busy day
with the merchant and shopkeeper.

This did not prevent, however, the
workingmen from celebrating on a
niore extensive scale than ever before.

The celebration did not merely ex-
tend to organized labor, but included
the laboring classes of all callings.
S TUE PROCESSION.

At'8:30 last evening the procession
begdn to form at the cornar of First
and Los Angeles *streets for the trades
display parade. )

James A. Cusic acted as grand mar-
shal with Homer C. Katz, chief of staff,
and M. Pope, J.S. Bancroft, D. O. Free-
man, X, M. Green, F. A. Cheney, J. H.
Figge and E, J. Lind, representing re-
spectively the plumbers, typographical,
clerks, painters, cigarmakers and tai-
16rs unions, -as alds.

" Th& procession was
platogm of mounted police. fallowed by
a brals band, with the grand marshal
and chief ald immediately behind. Car-
riages containing the speakers—Mrs.
Diggs, S. S. Chappel and J. H. McWil-
liatns—came. next, and behind them
wéke arranged the various utions and
laBor organizations bearing torchlights
an&transp:\rencles inscribed with mot-
to&y.

The line of march was from First on
Main to the Pico House, back toSpring,
down Spring to Fifth, thence to Main
and Third and theénce "tn Turnverein
Hall, where the evening's exercises
were to take place,

. AT THE HALL.

" Turnverelii Hall "¢oula “fiot Horatne
trowd that assémbled long before 8
o'clock, and the people were turned
away by the dozens, being unable to find
sedting accommodations.

A reception committee composed of
A. Brauer, F. M. Plerce and J. St. John
had charge of the decorations and dis-
posa) of the andicnce. Various legends,
which, by the way, were more: sugges-
tive of People's party maxims than any-
thing else, were grooped about the
walls, and as each new ofie was added to
the.collection the crowd yelled ount their
enthusiasm, :

Seated upon the stage were S. 8,
Chappel, president of the Los Angeles
Council of Labor, J..L. Skinner, Mrs,
Diggs, together with the union repre-
sentatives,

President’ Chappel called the meeting
to.order and made the opening address,
in which he reviewed the history of
Labor day in a brief speech, but cut his
rediarks short owing to the latedess of
the hour by introduging J. L. Skinner.

“Labor and Its Destiny” was the
subject discussed by Mr. Skinner, in a
poetical vein that didn't strike the au-
dience in a particoularly enthusiastic
spot, but the speaker was well reud on

his topic and presented it in an unas-
- suming manner.

He took the accepted ground that to
laboris due all that is and all that will
be.. That to the laboring classes is ac-
credited the présent advancement in
sclence and invention. Stop the labbr-
ers dnd the wheels of machinery will
' rust in thelr iron frames.

“*Hoyw are you.going to free yourself
from the yoke which binds you? ~ [**Vote
for Weaver,"” “Vote for Cleveland,”
‘the. St. Louls platform,” came in a
chorps from the audience.] Nr. Skin-
ner, however, refused to cxpress hia
political views.in a way of advioe, but
turned to the advantages ihich ‘labor
might derive from various ‘soutces.
The daily newspaper came in for a
Btrong recommendation as an enlight.
ening aud advancing power. Unions
Were urged to continue as the only
means of keeping the wolf from the
door. Strikes were advocated, but not
cited as powers which would attain-all
that the people desire, but simply as a
means of attracting attention. Direct
legislation was presented as a source of
relief from alleged tyranny on the part
of the Government. '

F. B. Colver, of the typographical
union, spoke next. He Bspoke strongly
against the interference of the laborers
in strikes in opposition to capital, ex-
cept where all other available means
had failed. He believed in organized
labor as the only: means of the
presesvation of the laborers’ rights.

0. A, Beach endeavored to read an
address, but was repeatedlyinterrupted.
with crys of “Diggs! Diggs!’ for the
crowd had caught sight of the lady
speaker and impafiently called for her
appearance.

Homer C. Katz, of the clerks’ asso-
ciation, could scarcely hear himself
talk as the crowd culled with one voice
for Mrs. Diggs. The cbairman called
repeatedly for ‘order, but the crowd

headed by a

refused to be silent. Mr. Katz
finally managed -to secure heat-
ing and delivered a “well con-

structed address in defense of organ-

ized-labor. Mr. Kartz believed in the
establishment of a free labor bureau in
the city’s pablic« building where poor
and needy might gain help ‘without the
expenditure of needed money.

MRS. DIGGS SPEAKS,

Hats were waved and the People
shonted as Mrs. Diggs. the national
lecturer of the Knights of Labor,
stepped to the front of the platform
and began in her clear, strong voice an
address botb humorous and entertain-
ing.

Mrs. Diggs commenced with an amaus-
ing anecdote in illustrating the com-
mon and supposed condition of the gen-

~eral laboring classes, aud then launched -

upon a thorotigh discssion of the labor,
problems.” .

*The gentleman before me sald that
you will get justice thtough the ballot-
vox. You may.get it through oune bal-
lot-box, but you never will with two.
If you wart to fearn the true statas of
the laborink question you must hear it
from the lips 0f the toilérs -themselves.

*There ..are . about 20,000,000 of
I laborers in the United States of which
‘only 2,000,000° are in an organized
i condition. .Libor Is nothing else but

capital, and capital is nothing else
ibut stored labdr. It i8 jnst as much
robbery for yon to take from the
- laborer hls work as it is for a thief to
‘take from the back of a millionaire his
coat or other property. .

I believe that tle time has been tha
“strikes have been valuable inasmuch as
| they calied the attention of the people
. to the course towards which the vexing
| prodlems were tending.

. “TLe.2,000,000 of organized labor is
, oiten called the bulldozing minority. 1

want to ask you {f you remember the
. remark of Chauncey Depew ‘that it was
within the power “of five men to stop
every car 'wheél in the United States.’
What do you think of that bulldozing mi-
nority? You hear that organized labor
must mend fts ways or quit the busi-
ness, It may also be said that organ-
ized capital must mend its ways or quit
: the business, People all over this coun-
try are considering as to whether it is'
the better part of iwisdom to use one
ballet box or two.

‘I visited a co0perative colony where
the men and women worked but four
bonrs daily and . prospered. The capi-
talists said the laborers would spend
the othier spare hours In the grog shop.

“Eivéry shortening of the hours of la-
bor has resulted in the improvement
and bettérment of the people. »

Mry, Diggs argued for some time
without treading _exactly upon the
beatea patks- of People's party pria-
ciples, but she could hot resist a final
impulse to take up the oudgel against
the two ‘‘old" 'parties, and Pedple’s
| party doctrines were expounded at
some length, . )

When Mrs: Diggs concloded cries of
“‘Hazard” arose and the Mavor re-
sponded in a short speech in which he
expressed - his approbation of the
plan for the éstablishment of a
free labor bLureau. in the City Hall,
and advised the wvoters to eleét
concilmen pledged .to suvport such a
movément, and the évening's pro-
gramme closed with fareivell remarks

by Mr, 'Chnppel. .
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