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AMIGHTY STRUGGLE AHEAD

CAPITAL AND LABOR T0 JOIN IN
BATTLE T0-DAY.

THE CARNEGIE HOMESTEAD PLANT BAR-
RICADED AND FORTIFIED—PRECAU-
TIONS AGAINST SURPRISES BY THE
‘WORKMEN WHO ARE TO STRIKE.

PITTSBURG, Penn., June 26.—The great com-
bination of interests of which Andrew Carnegie
is the head will ehter’ to-morrow upon a ¢on-
fiiot that will rank in the industrial annsals of
the country as one of the most remarkable ever
engaged in. It willbe a fight for supremaocy
between the strongest organization of steel
workers in the eountry on one side and the
largest inaividual steel manufacturers of the
world on the other.

Upon one hand will be ranged the atrength of
the Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel
Workers of the United States, an organization
30,000 strong, with & balance in bank of $250,~
000, and hundreds of thousands more in reserve,
and on the other the prestige, power, and
wealth of the Carnegle Steel Company, (Limit-
ed,) the new title of the associated interests of
the Carnegie firms, with & capital of $25,000,-
000. Broadly, the guestlon will invelve the
right of capital to dioctate terms to labor, and
the recognized privilege., of labor to obtain
through organization the highest remuneration
for it8 services.

More specifioally, the struggle will be omne
against 8 reduction in wages of 30 per cent, by
3,500 workers and an attempt on the partof
the Carnegie Steel Company to make such work-
ing terms as it deems applioable to the present
condition of the ateel business and the me-
chanical improvements effected in the process
of manufacture. ]

This condition of affaira has arisen out of the
expiration of a three yeara’ sliding soale of
wages in operation at the Homestead Works
of the company and the action of the com-
pany in subatituting another with marked
reduotions in rates. The Homestead em-
ployes are paid by the tonnage. BSettle-
ments during the last three years have been
based on the selling price of steel blllets, the

minimum basis being $25 per ton; that is, no
matter how much the market price ran below
$25, payments were to be made onthe basis of
that tigure. If the market price was higher,
payments were to be made accordingly. As a
matter of fact, billets have been selling for sev-
eral months at $22 and $22.50, while settle-
ments with the men bave been made at $25,
and of course at a loss of the difference to tho
company.

In anticipation of the expiration of the three
yoars’ scale next Thursday, the Carnegie Steel
Company formulated a schedule of rates to op-
erate from July 1 next to the first of January,
1894. The minimum basis has been changed
from $25 to 22, and reduotions which average
30 per cent. have been made on therates for the

‘various kinds of employment. The workers on
the other side presented the company with g
soale which differed slightly from the onrrent
one. On & conference both sides made conces-
sions, but parted without & settlement. The
company had previously fixed the 24th Inst, as
the last day open to the workers for aceepting
the soale a8 an organized body. After that dats
the men were to be treated with only as indi-
viduals,

That day, 1ast Friday, has passed without ap-
proaches from either side, and both parties are
now actively engaged preparing for what must
follow. It will be a strike—for such is Inevi-
table—a strike whieh itis feared will overshadow
the sanguinary struggle of 1889, when the same
company sunoccesded after &long tight in effect-
ing 4 reduction of wages.

In anticipation of similar socemes and ooour-
rences at Homestead, the Oarnegle company
has for some time past been making careful and
exhausative preparations to guard the property
and the men it may find necessary to employ
against any violenoe on the part of the workers.
To explaln properly the extraordinary precau-
tlons taken by the firm a brief description of
Homestead and the works 1s quite essential.

Both are situated plioturesquely on the banks
of the Mouonguhela River, overlooking one of
the most placid water beds in the State of Penn-

- gylvania. Acress the river is g row of winding
hills, now verdant with the bloom of Summer,
Towering bluffs and wooded mountalns sur-
round the valley whioh centres on the quiet lit-
tle borough. Awnd thatentire valley might prop-
erly be mamed the seat of Andrew Carmnegie’'s
industries. It was he that built the borough as
it now stands. It was he that planted there one

of the greatest industries known to the living
~labor world. Horec are 12,000 souls dependent

- for an existence on the wages paid by Andrew

- Carnegle weekly.

~ The monthly pay roll of the company amounts
to $200,000, sometimes excedding that amount.

| This in itgself shows the dependence of the town

' upon the ZZanufacturer. Covering an area of

| GOO acres of land, the works stretol out from

- home would make a sick inan well

the Pittsburg City Farm to Marshall Station, on |

the MoKeesport and Youghiogheny Railway;
roaring louder than the beate
driven ocean against granite oliffs; hissing
more penetratingly than the swirl of Niagara's
cataract; rivers of molten stdel, hotter than the

the hurricane- '

seething meztallic streams from Vesuvius in the

days of YPompeii; showers of golden me-

teors like the expulsion from one centre

of the stars of the heavens; the earth
vibrating as under seismioc action; the air op-
ressively hot and sulphurous; a scene of ideal
oll—the fnd of the world—dwarfing In its
awful reallam the ldeas and desoriptions of
Dante, master of ‘ The Inferno.’” Ad one hand
controls the streams, the ocean, the stars, the
universe, so one operator gtanding in a pulpit
of levers, controls and guides that wonderful
world of mechanism, the origin of that unearth-
ly confusion,

“To the practioal operator, the sounds and
scenes are as Rembrandts to the artist, as
sweetest melody to the musician. It 1s here
that armor plate for most of America’s war

of the steamship Monterey have ¢only just been
completed, the lust shipment of plate hav
been made yesterday. Huge ingots measuring
55 inches aguare by 14 inches wide and weigh-
ing 160,000 pounds are lifted from the %ts.
charged into the heating furnaces, and rolled
into piates by machinery that 1s unequaled by
any other in the world. Applisnces lmported
from Scotland plane and mold and fashion the
plates into the exact shape required by the ason-
tour of the ship’s sides, so that when the mate-
rial is placed in the cars it is raady for position
on the vessel.

In perteoting the armor-making branch of its
business the firm has invested over $1,000,000,
In other departments are manufastnred massive
beams up to forty inchas high, plates of every
kind, and struetural material of all desoriptions.
Everywhere throughout the works labor-saving
apglianees have been introduoed% great cost,
and within the last three years the neocessity
for human labor has been very largely reduced,

The latter 18 on% of the ohief reasons why the
firm insists on cutting the rates for work. = The
tonnage turned out by the mills is vhstly in ex-
cess of the capaoity of other planis, and the
workers are consequently éntitled to make
higher wages. The prices that the company
now offer are such, its officers argume, as will
allow of its men earning good wages with less
effort than other mil]l hands employed in older
plants can aceomplish with higher rates. Hay-
Ing invested its ocapital in labor-gaving appli-
ances, the gompany argues it should receive due
interess on the investment.

That the Carnegle Steel Company is thorough-
1y in earnest in it8 position is amphy ahowzt by
the nature of the preparations made to pustaiy
it. If it cannot make terms with ls Dresent
omployes it will employ outsiders. As in 1889,
this will be resisted by the old hands, and thé
compary has so antloipated. It will not agaln
bo taken by surprise. Around the entire plant
has been pl:xo%d within the week a palisading
nine feet high, topped with threg strands of
barbed wire. Even those will be charged With
e%eqtmolty to prevent any possibility of inva-~
sion.

All through the ground at various pointg are
being erected huge tower lights and man
points of vantage trom which to view the ou
side scenes., Even every means of egress has
been oug off, with one or two exceptions. Where
the workinen and laborers éntéred heretofore
from the railrond tracks and other points, syout
barricades of wood and iron have been put u
and bridges placed in their stead as o means o
gotting from oné portion of the works to the
other. Searchlights with strong reflectors have
already been ereoted on the buildings, so that a
blaze of light onn be thrown on the entire place
to prevent surprise in case of a night att{ack on
the works. All approaches are firmly guarded
hy stout fortifications. .

1f woy between City Farm and Munhall
Station & new gtation has been buflt for the ac-
commmodation of the company. This will enable
a train of watchimen, workers, ayd Pinkerton’s
men to ba unloaded right in the dentre of the
works without possible interferemce Ifrom
strikers. Once inside, ample refuge is guaran-
teed them In a bir barrack-like frame building
recently built for the purpose.

‘Tha river front is unprotected by any fence,
but it was sald yesterday that & steam launch
hiad been purchased and fitted with & goed
e%uipment to ggrve as a river patrol and ward
off ahy danger from that side.

Every man of the 4,000 steel workers is well
sware of all these precautions, and s doing
much hard thinking as & oconsequénde. It 1s
certain the mon will resist the reduction or the
offer, and will make a bitter fight against the
sacrifice of their jobs. Their livelihood depends
on thelr success, for such an enormons body of
men could not tind employment at any oéne or
number 6f places at this partioular time,

To-morrow the tussle for supremacy will be-
gin. It-will bé watohed with suxiety by every
member of the Amslgamated Assoolation of
Iron Workers and the families they suppory, and
by évery manufacturer and member of the iabor

world. R . - .

- Onl¥ a day ot two ago did -an’ éiminent dktron.

omer of, this; Stato return Home from Enzland.

-His descriptioni of the homes“of-Andréw ‘Car:

negie ‘and: his partner, He . b

'serves -tortell what ‘int
Sk

fleet has beon made. The defensive coverings '

the American industries which have made both.
name and fortune for them. Mr, Carnegie’s
] ) 1o logk upon
it Tt is one 6f the brightast spois In England.
%3, was the home of the Herschels, where Big
illlam and Sir John did their nightly work,
and whers Caroline Herschel prepared the mean-
usoript of all thelr observationa and discovezed
the comets that made her name famous. The
great mirror of the celebrated four-foot tele-
scope is still preserved by the family, and al-
though it weighs & ton it is still hung in a niche
in the hall. The house is a veritable Eden to
iive in, with appavently nothing but sunshine
looking over it.
At Knebworth House Henry Phipps, Jr., en-
"1?”1 himgelf. Here Lord Bulwer-Lytton wrote
is famous novels; and, dating as it does from
the fourteenth century, the plase 18 of graat his.
torlo interest, and is certainly one of the most
charming spots in Hertfordshire. It 18 o
ploturesque oastle, surrounded by a beautiful
park, and the woodland, lakes, and parks cover

.an ares of 7,000 acres. The castle containa 110

rooms. Fish are In abundance in the lakes and
over 300 deer roam atlarge in tho magnificent
grounds,

* Andrew Carnegle’s home at Cowarth Park,
Sunningdale, 1s a dream of ouriosities,” says the
man who spent a day there but s month ago,
* and Mr. Phippa’s Lytton residence is a palace
of splendor.”
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