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" S0NS OF TOIL.

Atlanta’s Laboring Peopls Celebrate
Labor Day Grandly,

THE EXERCISES AT CONGORDIA HALL,

Where Were Gathered Together the La-
bor Unions of the City-Spesches by
Martin, Smith and Woodward.

The working people of Atlanta, badged,
each with the colors of his gulld, and
dressed in p!s best Sunday clothes, gath+
ered at Concordin hall last night to part-
cipate In the initial celebration of. Labor
Day in Georgia.

The hall was crowded with people,
large percentage of the attendance belng
made up of the wives and daughters of '
the working people,

A splendid programme had been ar-
ranged for the evening, and was carrjed
out with great success.

The first part of the programme con-
sidted of speaking, after which came the
more enjoyable features of music and
dancing.

Far into the night the revelry held
sway, every one enjoying himself op her-
self in the fullest measure. ‘

1t was the first celebration of Labor Day
ever held in Atlanta, and was had under
the auspices of the Atlanta Ifederation of
Trades. It was joined in by all the labor
unions of the city, each contributing its
share to the success of the first ob-
servance of the day.

LADOT Uay only Decame recognizea as
a legal holiday in Georgin at the last
session of the legislature, although it has
been a holiday in seventeen states for
.some time, :

Yesterday the laboring people united to
make the first observance of it a ipem-
orable one, and thelr success is shown by
the gathering of last night. . -

The exercises began at 8 o’clock. Long
before that hour the hall was filled with
people. Over one-third of those present
were unable to find seats. Lilly's or
chestra furnished music for the waiting
crowd,

Promptly at 8 o'clock, President P. H.
Moore, of the Federation of Trades, call-
ed the meeting to order, and, after a neat
speech, introduced the invited speakers.

The committeces which 80 successfully
carried the celebration through were a8
follows:

Committee of Arrangements—Charles
L. Govan, chairman; M. B. Morrison, O.
P. Shackelford, Herman Ortwein, P, 8. 8.

Floor Committee—P., H. Moore, floor
manager; Herman Ortwein, P. 8. 8.
Kling, J. 'W, Bridwell, J. A. Winkles, J.
M. Pinnell, D. W. Webb, J. H. Hodge,
Charles L. Govan.

Reception Committee—S, W. ‘White,
chairman; BE. B. Roberts,' H. P, Blount,
L. A. Shellnutt, J. V. Bennett, J. A.
Bohannon, J. J. Flynn, J. T. Thurman.

Auspicious indeed -was the first ob-
8ervance of the day in Atlanta. = -

President Moore’s Speech.

After .several selections by the band,
President P. H. Moore called the as-
sembly to order. In doing so, he said:

“The occasion upon which we are as-
sembled Is a great one in the labor history
of Georgia. It is the first occasion ever
glven the thousands of tollers to celebrate
#8 & legal holiday, called Labor Day,
having been so0 made by an act of the last
legislature,” He then introduced Mr. B,
W. Martin in o graceful maunner,

Mr. Martin’s Bpeech.

As Mr. Martin arose he was ted by

ontaneous applause. He said that for
the first time in the history of thia com-
monwoealth the laboring people of Georgia
are met together to celebrate a legal holi-
day set apart for their enjoyment. Labor
Day does not mean antagonism to any
class. It means the conserving of that ele-
ment of our peogle who have made our
country t. It js proper to state that,
although this bill &ame to the leghslature
late, it was nevertheless carried to a suc-
cessful pnssage and siguned by the governor
before the legislature adjourned. There
was not a dissenting voice in either the
house or senate. This was a tribute from

rgia to the patience, to the industry
and - enterprise of the laboring people in
their efforts for the upbuilding of the state
,_Est:xlout iﬁ:}vy to any other calling or pro-
on, . *Martin ed at length
]t:boli_lscuss the relations of capital and

The Speech of Mr. Smith. .

Mr. Hoke Smith was the next speaker.
He spoke for half an hour. He !s%id he
did not bave a set speech, nor did he pro-
gense to ‘gpeak in favor of orgamized labor,

cause his hearers were all of one way of.
thinking, Labor Day meant more than a
frolic.” He - advocated arbitration as !
means. of settling labor disputes—strikes
were the last reanrt

The Lasc Speaker.

Hon, James G. Woodward was the last
3:%{{::[.0 nl:[ef shgoke but briefly, and at the
[ of his three
proposed for Mm.upeech Cheers were

On with the Dance.

The speaking concluded just - bef:
o'cléck, and then a short injte:'xﬂlss!:;e w:kg
mk‘;e:&. while the chairs were being re-
mo

‘President Moore announced that’
first half of the exercises were ovo«;!,y at.:g
he invited all to remain. And every one
remained. Soon the-dreamy strains of the
orchestra’ started up, and the young people
lost themselves in the mazy walts,
Untll the wee ama’ hours of the early
xgg‘x;x;idng sttl:)e B’.I?oax'psichox'eun festivities con-
3 we.
tl.%}:m:}g:}.”p‘. ) re only hmadfa 'for Te-
e Was in every ‘way a_delightful
one, and thoro: ceess, -
present enjoyed gilély @ success. Tvery” one

It was an auspici ation”
of Labor Day _ms—pgggg;iafnlﬁal ?glebmﬁqg
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