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Unfon Tabor in the Congreesional
Campaign.

Organized labor has ontered poll-
tics with no uncertain purposc. The

merican [ederation of * Labor, with
"ite 1,600,000 union workmen of prac
tically every known trade, sesms to
be standing squarely behind Presl-
dent Gompers in his challenge to the
politiclans.

Weeks before tho republican and
democratic congressional campaign
committees were ready to actively
cpen their regpective campaigns the
congressional campalgn committve of
the American Federation of Labor
had established headquarters in
Washington and was up to its ears in
work. From every congressional dis-
trict {n which it is desirable, from
the federation's viewpoint, to defeat
a candldate, come reports of great
‘activity on the part of organized la-
bor und & solld front presented
against .the obnoxifous candidate. In
almost every instance the candldate
marked for slaughter {s a republican.

The entry of the Americun Fodera-
tion of Labor into politics has been a
possibility for years, but events sinco
1904 made {t certain, Congress fatled
to broaden the elght-hour law as the
federatlon wished it broadened. This
law now prohibits the employment on
public works of the United States of
any laborers for miore than elght
hours a day. Public works, accord-
ing to the present rullng of the de-
partment of justice, arc “permanent
improvements on property owned by
the government.”

What the federation demands frowmn
congress {8 a law which will compel
in all government contracts, except
for transportation, communication and
the llke, a stipulation that the con-
tractor shall .not work his laborers
more than elght hours a day.

In addition, the federation desires
and has long been fighting for the
enactment of au anti-injunction law
and an antl-convict labor law, and
it has strong Jleanings toward and
great sympathy with the movement
for the establishment of the Initia-
tive and referendum, by which the
people may instruct their represen-
tatives in congress as to action on
vital questions.

The American Federation of lLahor
maintalne™ a strong lobby in Wash.
ington to press Its demands at the
Jast session of congress, but congress
failed to enact any of the desired
legislation.

The opposition came almost wholly
from republican members, by the hos.
tile attitude of Speaker Cannon and
the administration. Democratic mem-
bers, almost without exception, de-
clared themselves favorable to this
legislation, but their support counted
for little while the indifferent and
hostile republicans are in so great a
majority.

After repeated appeals to the house
committee on labor to act on tho
measures dear to the heart of unilon
labor, the federation presented to the
president, to the president of the sen-
ete and the speaker of the house its
“bill of grlevances.” In this the
house committee was alleged to bhe
“packed’” agalnst the intereat of la-
bor, and notice was given that unless
favorable action was taken organized
labor would march to the polls next
November and vote against every
candidate for congress who did not
pledge his support to the deslred
measures.

President Rooseveit, it 18 sald, was
fnclined to bLie critical of the aweep-
ing legislative demands of the federa-
tion. He was charged with reading
the repregentatives of that hody some-
thing of a lecture. But the next day
his attitude changed, and since then
he has taken steps, quite approved hy
the federation, vigorously to enforce
the existing elght-hour law.

Bpeaker Cannon I8 sald to have re-
pled to the complaintg of the federa-
tion with gsome asperity and to have
gought to ignore the labor leglslative
propaganda.

The attitude of the administration
In determining to employ Chinese
coolles In the work of constructing
the Panama canal has further In-
censed organized labor agalnst the
reoublican narty.

In consequence, lahor s enlisted for
the war In many congressional dis-
tricts. It scems to he devoting its
most strenuous attention to the dis.
trict of . Congressman Littlefield, in
Maine. That gentleman, who wiclds
a strong influence with the majority
in congress, was particularly cocky
and offensive in his opposition to the
fedoration’s demands. It i8 reported
from lewlston, Me., the leading city
in his district, that he Is engaged In
a struggle for his political life. Pres.
fdént Gompers has gone to Maine to
take the stump agalnst him, and there
are other influential labor and dem
ocratic speakers combined to work
his political undoing.

The Maline congresslonal elections
are held several weeks earlior than
the regular date for holdlng congres.!
slonal elections elsewhore In the!
country, and the lJabor leaders are
counting much on the moral effect of
Littlefleld’s defeat. The labor speak-
ars who are shelling the woads In his
district now will later go to Speaker
'Cannon’s Illinois district to try to
tako the political scalp of “Uncle
Joe.” .

it s an interesting fight, and {f
Littlefield and Cannon fall outside the
preastworks, the next session of con-
gress will probably lend a patient ear
'to the next “bhl of. grievances"” pre-
‘<auted by organized labor.
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