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A WORKINGMAN OPPOSES EIGHT HOURS.
Jouy MoAuLivre, tho Bocialist, gave a
lecture on Sunday last on the subject of
“What Eight Hours Will Not Do for the
Workingman,” A fow wecks ago ‘Mr, Ina
Brewanp, who i8 represonted as thoe foro-
most advoente and ablest representative of
the Eighi-Iour League. delivered nn elabo-
rate nnd philosophical address in this city, in
,Which ho prosented the whole theory of how
mankind was to bo benefited by the reduc-
tion of the houra of labor, He represented
the wholo buman family as of one country,
and ns having the samo rights and preroga~
tives, and as men who ought to havo the same

Lopes ‘and ambitions, tho same tastos and |

wants, and who onght to work the samo nnm-
bor of hours aud days, and bo entitled to tho
same rates of wages. Of tina human fomily,
howover, the great mass were sAvagos or ro-
duced to slavery, whose Jabor was cheaper
than nny kind of machinery, whoso wauta
word reduced to the minimum, and were sat-
isfied with wages at five cents per dny. So
long as tho hordes of human laborers of Asin
aund Africa, and of other psrts of the world,
could work at such woges, it was impossible
for the workingmon of civilized nations lo
weouro for (hemselved any fixed timo for
Inbor or fixed rate of wages, It was neces-
sary, - then, Mr, Sfcwanp contonded, that
mankind generally should ba elovated to n
common level, that nothing could be done
swhon wages was 86 a duy in ono place and
six conts a day in another, and one people
working one number of hours per doy and
other people working twice that numbor,
‘I'ho oight-hour principlo was the universal
cqualization of the hours of labor and
of waoges. It could not be done by
ono trade, or in one town, or one
sgotion, or oue nation, To bo successiul
it tust ne genornl and,uviversal, and- not
partinl and sy dic,. 'Phis arg t by
Mr, StewanDp wns accepted by Mr, MoAv-
ravre a8 an nimission 'that the eight-hiour
schieme in tlns city was impeactioable. - It
Wwns an i that to blish eight
hours o8 the limit of a day’s labor iu Chicago
was to transfer all productive business from
this city to other places whero that system
was not in operation, and to adopt it in the
United States would increase the cost of pro.
duc!xou in this conntry and transfer the busi-
nuss done hero to other lands, producing
chonper, This was illustrated by the transfer
of British capital to Belginm, whero the cost
‘of production was loss than at home. ‘The,
“practical diffoulty in the way of adopting the
eight-hour rule by any community or coun.
try wos confosged ; it stood iu the way of any
such schetne, even i! tho sohewmo was doair.
able.

‘''ho expectation that by agitation the
whole world will bo moved' to adopt this
schomo was not well foanded, The },Nﬂb\‘
pnrt of kind woro ed land i
In their habits of thought aud netion, ‘'L'he
imitative Chineso would havo to be untaught
and newly educated in order to xise to the
world level of ndopting vight hours a3 a day
for labor, or any fixod rate for wuges. To
undertako to onlighten mankind, to lift all
nations and peoples to the same lovel of
thought, snd to induce them to aot as mem.
bers of ono aud tho samo family, having one
aud the same common Interost, was hopeless,
It was not possible. Any such improvement
as thot must be slow and progressive, it
possiblo at all, o dig not accept the theory
that tbe reduction of thie hours of lsbor aud
tho abolition of children’s labor, by in-
croasiug the demand for labor, would raise
tho price of all Iabor productions,.
and  thus, going rouud and round,
ovarybody would bo bencfited. 'Tho cost
of living had u controlling power ovor the
rates of wages, and tho oost of living, thore.
fore, was rogrulated Ly the cost of produe.
tion, To licrenso the cost of production by
relucing the hours of Inbor was of nccessity
to reduco tho detnud for consumption, The
d d for ption bong reduced, the
demand for labor 1nust docline ascordiugly.

Wa rofor to MoAuripre's locture to show
that thero is at lonst one of the most intelli.

gout and sindious of the agitators ‘on this '

lubor question who has boon convineed
by tho ' discussion .that tho olght.-hour
schemo {8 fmpracticable, and, even if
practicable, would uob accomplish for
tho workingmen any of tho results
‘which they claim, It Is not improbable that
thousauds of others who aro honestly con.
sideriug this subject may, when they have
hod all sides of the matter prosonted to thom,
rench {he same conclusion as that reached by
Mr, MoAvziere.  Wo know that he lhas an-
other theory, nnad that Is that the wolfeve of

workingmen can ouly bo sceured by tho over- ¢

throw of tho competitive system, aud he is
right in assuming that under tha compstitive
systen the eight.h a

of couxpuluinu isan imposslblllty.

The cout of living i an essential circum-
stance to bo considered in ¢stablishing the
rato of wagos, ‘I'ie cost of production is no
less aun essentlal circumstauce to be oou.
siderod in cstablisbing tho rate of wages.
Tho cost of living dopends to a great oxtent
upon tho degree of production, Where' the
production of all the esscntinl wonts and
comforts of mankiud is so abundaut as in
this country that there is a large surplus for
sale, thon tho cost of living is so far reduced
that wages becomo liberal which, undor 8
condition of ucarcity and high cost of pro-’

daction, would be wholly inadequate. 'That
rato of wages which affords the laboror the
greatost quantity apd tho largest variety
of what is necded to sapply his wants
nnd his comforta—which rate of wages
ig only possiblein. caso of the most abundant
production—is the most satisfactory, When
the rato of wagoes fs so advanced that the
cont"ot production is increased to the oxtunl
of 131 duotion and

then the demand for Inbor s raduced and
idleness and its sufforing take tho place of
employmont and. abundance. The value of
wages is niot to be estimnted by tho nominal
number of dollars per day or por week, but
in to bo measured by what it will buy, One
day's wages will buy the prodnot of a day's
work. The day's wagea of one man should
bo ablo to buy the product of another man's
dny's work., The work of cight days will
not purchase the work of ten days’ labor,
nor will tho work of eight hours pnrchnse
the work of ten hours, It is accopted
that ten hours'  labor por dry should
onablo the work to p h to
subsist thercon, and on that lheory ton
houra lave Dbecoma recognized ons a
day’s Inbor. = Whenaver the wnge olnssca
can sntisfactorily subsist on eight-tonths of
thoir presont production aud earnings, thoy
will bo able to éstablish the eight-hour sys-
tem duriug the longor days of the yonr, bo-
tweon March and November. Employoers
will necessarily pay for labor by the hour
whero thoy do not pay by the plece; and
those who are not content with the proceeds
of oight hours will inevitably work extra
hours, No law can ever bo onncted or en-
forcod which ean provent thom working in
tuat way or any othor whioh enables them to
add to their earnines.

The great dolusion under which many of
these mon labor is that to reduco the hours
of labor will §: the ber of p
employed. T'his wonld be true it it worenot
for certain dificulties which aro always ovar.
looked. o reduce tholiours of labor with-
out n corresponding reduction of wages
would bo to sdd 25 por ‘cent to.the cost of
everything. ‘produced, and Ly to
tha coat of living. Then the \vugos, though
the anme nominally, will purchase only 80
por cont of the ssme goods and commodities
that it wonld hnya purchased bofore the
chango, nnd the .aggrogate whges of the in-
crensed number of men will purchase 20 per
cent loss of the nocassities of life than the-
samo sum would have purchased before,

8o far ng the distribution of wngos is con-
cerned, how - will anybody be bencfited?
Practically, the chaoge will operate as a re-
duction of wages, Thia is not the only dif-
ficulty, The incronse in the cost of prodnc.
tion will reduce the purchasing power of the
wages 20 por ceut, and consequontly there
will bo 20 per cent Iona demand for the thing

iting. in the i diate reduc-
tion of tho number of laborors required. In
the ond, the wagoes will be reduced 20 per
cont, sud the number of porsons employed
will uot be incroased at all;,

The greatest number of mon will always find
employment whon the cost'of tho thing pro-
duced is at.the lowest nnd the production is
the greatest, and. at such time, the cost of
living being the lowest, the purchasing
power of wages will be at its® maximum,
The best wnges aro those when tho cost of
living is at the lowest ;~the grontest demand
for labor s when the coat of pradnction is so
low that the demand for consumption is at
its highost; anything that tends to reduce
production or -incroaso the cost of living
direotly and injurionsly affegts labor, both
in the unmber of persons smployed and in
tho value of tho wages.
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