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THE EIGHT-HOTR SOHEMR. }

Mr. Ina STEWARD, Presidont of tho Boston
Eight-Iour Lengue, and who is conceded to '
bo the Intelleciunl leader of tho elght-hour
movement in this country, did not deliver '
tho oration on thnt subjoct which had Leen
oxpected ot tho Fourth-of-July. pienic, In
ordor to give it more emphasis, and to ob-
tain for it a more attentive audienco than
conld be had at an open.nir meoting on o
festivo ocension, the‘speech of Mr, Srewanp
was doferred, and wns delivered last night nat
Farwell Hall, The speech was of n charnctor
above that of the ordinary specchos made by
the profossionnl orators on the Labor ques.
tion.

The plan by which human wrongs aro to
be romedied, and by which wenlth is to bo
ninde the common lot of man {nstend of pov-
orly, was pointed out last night., It is to
consist in establishing the brotherliood of
the human family; * our country is to be the
world, and our countrymon mankind,”
There were many truisms ropeated, such ns
he that can produce the chenapest and can
undersell must rule tho mnarkoet. In this
grand struggle for the power to undorsell,
Iabor-saving machinery is of immense power,
1t Iing ndded to the productions of the world,
and to their cheapuness, ‘The pop-
ulation of .the world is diyided betwaen
the 20,000,000 of eivilized "and cnltured
people and the 1,200,000,000 of poor and ig-
norant, oven barbarous, peopla, The smaller
clnss utlerly neglect the more 3
‘Whero the labor of wages is the best paid,
thero is “wonlth, and comfort, and intelli-
gence ; where the wnges of Iabor are the low-
ost, there aro poverty and ignorance. In
countrios whore human Inbor is chenper than
machinery thero is no use for hinery.

i be )s d by The reduction of labor in
. the United States to oight hours per day,

We abandon tho discussion of results go
far distant.  That subjoot may bo left to
posterity and groveral gonerations remote.
Wo turn it ovar for -debate to those who are
looking for the end of tho world to decide
whotlicr such n resnlt is possible within the
limited centuries in which mnn is to exiat,
Wo prefer to look at it more practically,

' Snppose the eight-hour rule be ndopted in
Itlinols, how many will bo nble to necept it?
In the first place, all thoso perrons engaged
in agricullure ond hortienlture will bo ex.
cluded, ond thoss arc more thaun halt
the laboring population, In the next
placo  are thoso engaged in  com.
morce ond in  {he professions, all
thoso eugaged in transportation, all thoso
skilled workmon who aro paid for the work
they produce, nnd oll those who in any occn-
pation work, s it is called, by ' the pices,”
aud overy day tha circlo including theso is
L ing wider and embracing more of those
whoso skill is more valuable than the mere
forco of othera. Tho remnining workers
who ean avail thomselves of an eight-hour
ruls nre nocessarily confined to a fow special
trados nnd to those who aro unskilled labor-
ora, Four-fifths of the population of the
Btato of Iilinols therefure nare engaged in
occupations to which it is not possible to
apply tho oight-hour rule, and who will, in
self-defenso, resist tho enforcement of nny
such rule upon their employments, Re-
duced, then, to fact, we have onc-fifth
of tho working population of this Stato de.
manding that their employors shnll pay 25
per cent mors for the product of their labor
than is now paid. Assuming the like sdvance
in the cost of wages of this comparntively
small and limited class fn oll parts of the
United Btates, then we have ns n rosult a
gouneral advance in the cost of production of
overything produced oy these b hes of in.
dustry, and a consequent addition to the cost
of living of the whole population of tlhe
country. The man who now gets $2 por
day will find that, when the 25 per cent be
added to the cost of living, his 2 per
day will count only as §1,60 docs now when
he makes his purchases,

The picturs of 1,200,000,000 peoplo of the
world relieved from ignoranco and poverty,
and mado fres, happy, and intelligent, work.
ing only oight or six hours per day, and ench
recelving an equal wagoes of 22 per day, and
with this liberal income enjoying tho com-
forts, and elegances, and cultivation now
enjoyod by the comparatively faw peoplo on
carth, with cach producing what he needs,
no person, or people, or nation having any-
thing to soll, and no ore over undersalling
one another, is one that has been drenmed of
oceasionally, as has the Milleuninm, but of
whoso roalization there is ne indieation.

If thore be no competition in this world;
if there be no man more skilled, or wiser, or
better informed than all other menj; if ench
man's lot is to receive his daily moeasure of
food, his necossary clothing, and his lodging;
if thoso are to bo the sole oud and aim of
humaan life, with no hope of better things,
no higher thoughts than those of mero ani-
mal existencs, thon non-compotitive labor
may be considered human luxury., That
pravails nlrondy extensively in the hnman
family, It is inseparable from slavery and
barbarism, and is the essentinl principle of
paternnl government, Bat freedom of mind
and of body has larger wants. It has Ligh-
or nims and lopes. It wseeka tho largeat
liberty of thought and netion, It fur-
nighes tho’ grent spar to intellectual and
physieal development, which. is the
product of competitive Inbor, * T'o reduco all
mon to alevel of rgward, to limit all men to

Tho reduction of tho cost of transportn-
tion has so drawn all parts of tho world
togother that it is possiblo for even peoplo
groveling in poverty to undersoll us in our
own markets. Emigration has its motive

in the expeotation of batter wagos.
Mon floo from their own country
not from political  oppression, but

from povorty; thoy come bither secking
bread and not an idea. Tho comparatively
fow of tho world’s population neglect—for-
got—tho vast multitudes of‘pooples in the
slavery of poverty, and from time to lime
aro punished by these lected races, who
are nblo to undorsell us, The argumen
was made that the oft-recurring inl

the mini of prodnction, is to shackle
maokind ond reduce all to a common
slavery. The man who produces most is the
grontest benofactor, The poople who pro-
duce the most are tha greatest contributors
to human happiness, The mon who pro-
duces two lonves of brend, iwo yards of
cloth, two ponnds of beef, whero thero was
but ona before, is to that oxtont a benefactor
of bis raco ; while he wh® would limit pro.
duction and reduce the supply to one-
half of what Lumen wants domeud,
is a destructive, warring ngainst socloty,
Tho scheme to establish eight hours ns the
limit of human lnbor throughont the globe
and to establish uniform wnges, to destroy

disasters which crush oll civilized nations,
producing destruotion, and reducing labor to
tho coudition of g tramp, nre due to the
{housand or twelvo hundred millions of nog-
lected and forgotten human beings who are
ablo to undernoll Ohristendom. It was fur.
thor argued that no local remedies oan be
eficctive, The valuo of labor must be
brought to s lovel; there is no room in
thls world for six-cent and five.dollar
loborers, and the process of placing
the Inbor of tho human family on a
lovel must bo the ralsing of woges
in thosa countriea whore' tho lowest rates
aro paid,  All romedies for poverty and low
wagos must Lo world-wide. The only ob-
jeot in tho univerao to be mado dear iy man,
and a whole world of men sufficiently dear
can mnke o world of weulth cheapor than n
world of poverty,

Wo are afraid thal this argumont i alto-
gother too impraaticable to win much atten.
tion or oxcite much onthusinsm, The stone-
ocutters of Chiengo will bave little sympathy
for the stonvcuttors in Peking, and the cot~
ton-spinners of Falls City care but littlo for
tho cotlou-spinners in India. The elovation
of the industrinl condltion of '1,200,000,000
outsldo of civilization, and tho lovdling of
their wages up to the wages of the
workingmen of Oblcago, Is n grand scheme,
far-renching and  comprehonsive, Lut the
ubilitariunism  of this day will bardly pause
to engago in it, It will’ bo somo time yet
before tho Amoerionn workingmen will in.
terout themisolves in the elevation to their
own level of the vast population of Asia
und Africs, or oven Kurope or South
Amoriea; and if tho grand’ struggle of tho
working classes of the Unitod States is to
bave for its objoot the extension of the Eight.
Hour law to tho Ewpire of Chine, aud the
advancement thore of wagos from six cents
per day to such rate as may be fixed by the
trades-unions of Chicago, wo fear tho on.
thusiasm of tho Leagues will grow cool, It
wo uuderstand tho drift of this spoosch core
rectly, the sponker intends that the Eight.
Hour law in the United Btatos s to bo the
ounterivg wedgo which is to bumt asunder
the industrial condition of mankind,
and lead not only to an {utornations! but
universal, world-including level, upon which
the humen family js to stand, cach worker
obtaining the sane rato of wages, such wages
to be 8o lugh as {o enable mankind genorally
to have the samo habits, tastos, deslres, nud
wants, snd the samo means of gratifying
them. In other words, the world is to be
oivilized, oducated, red d, vegenerated,
aud disenthrelled, wars to be ubolished,
peace and brotherhood to be established uui-
vorually, each mun's couniry to ve the world
aud mavkipd bis countrymon, AHN thivis to

the ity to undorsell, and thoreby anni-
hilate co, {8 a proposition to turn
bnck tho civilization of the past, to relapse
into barbarism, to render useless the inven.
tions which havo brought oll ustions into
closer relations and overcome timo and
space. Such n sck is h itariani
wrong alde upward.
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