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TABOR'S ‘DAY OFF
SPENT IN PICNICS

Parade Is Omitted, for First
Time in Years, by Vote of
the Federation.

200,000 SHARE IN OUTINGS.

8any Women Workers Take Part
in the Procession Held in
South Chicago.

—r——————

Labor day was celebrated In Ghicago with-
out the usual parade of organized workers af-
fllated with the Chlcago Federation of l.a-
bor. Instead of a dlspiay of strength in &
street demonstration, thousands of work-
ingmen, with their familles and friends, spent
the day at varfous picnics and outings where
they listened to speeches and engaged i
dancing, muslc and athletic sports. ’

It was only In the suburbs that the‘pnrldo
tdea was kept alive this year. Labor par-
ades were held in Blue 1sland and in South
*hicago. More than 8,000 workers, includ-
fng 200 members of the Women's Trade Un-
{on league of Chicago, participated In the
parade In South Chicago, which was held
under the auspices of the South Chicago
Trades and Labor assembly, the central body
for that part of the city.

Speakers Address Crowds.

At the picnica and outings speakera reo-
ecounted the progress and triumphs achleved
by organized labor during the last year, pre-
dicted a successful onward march of the
tradeg union movement, and described the
ends which 1t seeks to attain.

President John Fitzpatrick of the federa-
tiop celebrated the day by making one of the
apening addresses at the annual convention
of the Natlonal Federation ot Postoffice
Clerks, an organ{zation aMliated with the
American Federation of lLabor. He praized
the trades unfon movement as one which al
but selfish men could unitein supporting and
he cenounced employers who take advantagy
of ' the fgnorance, religion, and race preju
dices’ of foreign born laborers who seel
the United States ae a haven of refuge fron
governmental and economic opprersion.”

200,000 Spend Day in Outings,

It was estimated that more than 200,00
organized workers spent the day in som
sutdoor form of recreation. fundreds ¢
unionists and thelr familles spent the day |
the country, taking trips on the Interurba
cars, and the lake excurslon boats did
large buginess In carrying members of lab¢
unions to and from Michigan summer reso!
pointy.

It was the quietest fabor day Ip the hi
tory of organized labor in Chicago. A larg
number of husiness houses and mercantfl
establishments clored all or & part of tt
2ay In honor of labor's national hollday, ar
as & result thousands of unorganized worl
ers were givep a hollday op account of t}
occaston.

DUnorganized Workers Join Fun,

Many of the unorganized workers Joine¢
with the unionists In the merrymaking at ti
picnice and outinga. Special matinées we:
given at practically all the theaters, at
erowded houses was the rule at all of ther
All afternoon and evening the downtov
streets were thronged with hollday crowd
who pought to make the most of the day a
apart in honor of tha nation’s tollers.

A crowd estimated at 80,000 attended apl
njc at Riverview park glven by the Bulidl
Materlal Trades council, Members of C¢
penters’ union No. 62, one of the strong!
in the Carpenters’ district council, held
celebration of their own at World's
park. Bpeeches, dancing. music, and fli
sports were indulged in by the crowdg
both picnics. Becretary Edward N, Nock:
of the federation spent the day visiting (
varfous picenics in an automohlle and oth
Mbor leaders took an ac*fve part in the fun

Prefer Rest to Parade. ¢

It was the first time In several years t!
the lahor parade was omitted In Chica
The proposition was voted down overwhel
ingly by the unlons affiliated with the fede
tion, the members taking the attitude tha
would be better to spend the day at ** rest
recreation ’ with their wives. and ghild
than ‘*do a hard day’'s work at rch
through the streets.”

*The Idea has been growing a long t!
that Tahar dav shauld he a dav of rest

recreatidh,’” sald Secretary Nockels. ' I be-
Weve thek parade {dea aa conducted In the
past is dead for & long tme.”

The pardje In 8outh Chicago terminated
with a picnf} at Nehl's grove, One Hundred
and Third siteet and Indianapolis avanue, A
teature of the demonstration was the big

turnout of working girls, members of the

Women's Trade Union league, headed by
Mrs. Raymond Robins,

Members of the league were diesatisfled with
the action of the Chicago federation In dis-
continulng the parade and for that reaton
turned out on review in S8outh Chicago. The
varicolored banners in May pole form dis.
played by them drew cheers snd applause
along the entire line of march.

Many Unions in Pageant,
Unlons represented.in the six divisiona of
the parade were the lumber tallymen, har-
tenders, englineers, piledrivers, lake seamen,
firemen, and cooks, teamsters, bollermakers
and iron shipbullders, switchmen, street car

| men, bullding laborers, longshoremen, car-
| penters, and moldera,

Street car men on nll 1ines In the city and
suburbs marked the day by wearing sllk
badges marked ‘’ Labor Day '‘and bearing
the number of the dlvision of the union to
which the worker belonged. :

The general labor situation in Chicago is
the best In several years, in the opinion of the
unionists, In the period since last Labor
day there have heen few strikes and thosae
few have not been of aerious conrequence.
The principal strikes were those of the bufld-
ing trades crafts, and in most instances the
troubles were settied within a week or two
with Increased wages and favorable working
oonditions for the men.
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