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LABOR DAY.

This i8 a day which very few Americans
are debarred from celebrating. Americn
is a land of Inbor, Americans are a race
of laborers, from the water boy to tho

| multimillionaire. i

With us, save for a negljgible few, tho
dignity of labor Is not an empty phrase.
The man who works ls respected, and
there fa less of distinction drawn between
the varieties of labor than in any other
land nnder the sun. Class distinctions
exist. It would be hypocrisy to deny it,
‘But they are far less rigid and less impor-
tant than elsewhere, _

There nre fprees in American life which
tend powertully to divide and stratify us.
The growth of material wealth and lux-
ury, the influx of foreigners accustomed to
classiﬁmﬁo_n, the growth of grent cities
and of great fortunes, ail tend this way.

But it Is encouraging to see that there
Is a strong moral and soclal counter cur-
rent, assisted by our considerable distri-
bution of wealth, especially through farm.
ing, and kept active by our political in-
stitutions and our common schools. That
this counter current will prevail must be
the hope of every truo Amerlcan.

But Labor day is primarily dedicated to
organized labor, and for this cause, as
well as for the larger one of human labor
fn general, it is possible for Americans
to join hands whole heartedly. The right
of the worker to organize in the further-
ance of his economic and social interest is
now no more challenged than the right ot
men to organize In corporations or asso-
tiations, or In soclety itself, Neither ia
the wisdom or even the necessity of such
organization seriously challenged.

Union labor seems to be passing into a
new stage of progress. Its war of inde-
pendence, its fight for the idea, for exist-
ence, is drawing to a close. Rut as this
becomes apparent, it also more clearly ap-
pears that union labor's chief enemies avo
within #tself, This was trne of the Ameri-
can republic and is apparent in America
today. Having won our freedom we have
to fight our own wenknessea.

This tact ought to be considered by the
pubie, as well as by union men. The
union movement has developed evils just
as the whole political unlon has, On a
smaller scale it is the same fight, the fight
to make an efiiclent democracy.

Comfrortable citizens find it easy to scold
union men for not discovering and ex-
pelling grafters, for not attending meet-
ings, and for pot doing their whole duty,
But how about thess same faults in them-
selves? ..
~ What i3 needed by us all s a greater
sense of our responsibilities and a less
gelfish disposition to ghirk our public
duties and our dutles to.one another,

Union labor may look back over the
year with great encouragement, In Illinois
. notable victory was won in the ten hour
law decision. Committces on industrial
accldent legislation ‘nd on occupational
diseases.are .at work, and the whole ten-
dency throughout the nation is toward the
raising .of the condition of labor, the abo-
Itfon of socinl injuatice, and the realiza-
tlon of a larger democracy.
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