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SHIRTWAIST EMPLOYERS.

Their Statement of the Issues Involved
l in the Strike.

I To the Editor of The Ncw York Times:

! In your editorial article in to-day’s TIMES
lunder the eaption ** The Open .Shop " are some
amtemems which require correction. Will you
"allow me to trespass on your space for this
purpose? You say: ‘* The employers are ready
to make substantially all the concessions askeq
for by the strikers, and they invite investiga-
tion as to the conditions complained of by the
workers, which, if found bad, they will under-
take to remedy.’’ 'I‘hls is partly correct.

But the employers are not ready to make
practically all the concesslons asked for, They
will not agree to emp[oy only union labor;
they will not agree to gi\'e up their right to
employ and to dlscharge whom they seé flt;
they will not consent to having prices for work
cstablished without having a voice In the mat-
ter, nor will they allow a delegatoe to interfere
in the running of thelr factorles.

. They cannot agree to keep at work employes

for whom there is no work to db, ag they are
not running eleemosynary Institutions, nor are
they able to regulate the law of supply and de-
rmand which governs the waistmaking indus-
try as it does all others. If thc workers will
80 regulate the demand of the consumer that
"1t shall run evenly through the year instead of
,being dlvided into *‘ seasoms,’”” as at picsent,
the employers will be glad to keep everybody
‘at work all the time.

The Assoclated Walst and Dress Manufac-
I turers have courted mves*lganon of their shops
by disinterested persons. They feel safe in
;statlng that conditlons will be found Idea),
They have offered to submit to arbitration any
| grievances which the employes might claim cox-
isted, but they have never offered to arbitrate

, the question of open shop, John Mitchell to
 the contrary notwithstanding.
; You say: ‘ Left to the free play of the ordi-
_nary forces of supply and demand, the labor of
! these girls is so simple, the amount of it avall-
,akle, even at low wages and under hard con-
, ditlons, I3 so great, that the great body of them
are practically helpless.’

This statement is at vari.mce with ths facts,
The operators at the machmes constitute by
far the .largest body of workers who are on
strike. Thelr labor Is skilled, and the supply
is so limited that during the *‘ season' there
are practlcally two machines in New York for
each operator. As this labor is so scarce, it
' follows that it has to be well pald, for, If a
‘glrl Is dissatisfied with her earnings, she can
' fInd dozens of places open for her, Naturally.
she {s paid every cent she is worth, as her em-
" ployer cannot afford t& run the risk of losing
 her services by underpaying her. Even the
‘unskilled labor is better paid than in any other
industry employing girls.

Most shops. employ many “eek-“orkers the
vear around, and these are pald their full sal-
arles, whether they earn them or not. No man-,
ufacturer can run a shop praperly without this
xeg’ular organization of workers who are ac-
quainted with the charactsr of the work turned
out in, that particular shop: During the ‘‘ busy
seascn '’ plece workers are added, and . what
these earn depends on their ability. A good
plece worker will make more than a week
worker, but her employment I not steady.

It is deplorable that the real Issue of the
present - strike Is obscured by the mouthings of
suffragettes, by wealthy * faddists* who for
want of ¢ Horse Show. c¢r other amusements
seek fresh means of excltement, and by writers !
who, with the most superficla]l knowledge of |
trade conditions,. promulgate, through various|
mediums, ‘‘erudite '’ arilcles brimming with,
misstatements but full of ‘‘ heart interests "— !
such writers' chief desidz2ratum. |

The sole i1ssue Is that of the open shop, and.
it is for this that the manufacturers are st:uu]-‘
ing. |

The strikers cannot win if they refrain from
intimidation and violence, as the shops are
gradually - filling up with satisfled workers.
That theéy do mot refrain is evidenced by the!
nightly riots In the district occupled by the
walstmaking Industry and by Pollce Court rec-
ords, 'They attack workers, not only as they
teave thé shops, but as they leave and arrive at
thelr komes, And we manufacturers are prac-
tically requested to sit supinely and have our’
working people beaten without attempting to
give then protection.

The ultimate Tesult of the strikers’ present
tncties, if succtssful, wonld be to drive from
New York to other /citl':s zn industry employ-
ing over $75,000.000 capltal--with due apologies
to those on’whom the sound of ‘‘ capital ’’ has
the ctfect of a red rag on a bull.
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