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By WILLIAM A. DU PUY.

HIS s Labor Sundayl

It is the frst Labor Sunday Chicago

has evor celebrated. It is the first La-

bor Sundey ever celebrated In the

United States or the world, for that
matter. It adds another to the list of our
national holidavs for {he Worker coming
closely linked with Labor Day.

Father Dearborn has . gladly thrown apen
his doors to th:e local Labor leaders and bids
them welcome. Churches will be the scenes
of impressive and interesting talks by local
labor leaders, and ministera of the gospel In
&ll denominntions throughout the city will
refer to the problems and achlevements of or-
ganlzed labor—will discuss malters of Inter-
eat to the wage earner, and will fmpart to
the minds of congregations just what status
he holds In the community,

Widespread interest has been rrouged rs-
garding this unique torerunner of labor day
in Chlcago. The Episcoprl prlests of the
clty will al} joln In to make Labor Sunday &
taature in the Eplscopallan services. Over
& Ecore of ministers of various Protestant de-
nomi{nations have agreed to preach on the
subjejot, and many others will turn over thelr
pulpits to men famfliar with Chicago Labor
conditlons.

Nearly every church In Chicago will ar-
range Bervices according to the 'rellgious
program'’ adopted by the American Federa-
tion of Labor for Labor Sunday which will
hereafter be a. yearly function, ’

Tho last copvention of the Amarican Fed-
sration of Labor, held in Toronto, passed &
resolution which read (n part, as followa:

Resolved, That tha Bunday preceding
the first Monday In September be olficially
dasignated by the American Federation of

Labor as * Labor Sunday,” and that the

churches of America be requested to de=

vols some part of this day to & prasenta~
tion of.the labor queation.

Later the central body lssued a broadside
request to all ministera to participate In thia
troatment of labar questions, The varous
central and local labor organizations wers
asked to codperats in calling this matter to
the attention of the minlaters and intereating
them ln the propozed calebration.

The sclisme wWorked llke & CRATT, It haw
beon lalen up generally throughout the
country and thers is hardly a pulpit in the
land that will not today be occubled by a
man who will give special attention to this
subject, Incidentally, thers will bs hardly
@ labor leader In the natton who will not be
oalled upon (o occupy some pulplt and him-
self preach the gospel of organized labor,

Mr. Gompers himself, for Inatancs, is in’

Kansas City, whera he 13 to deliver an ad-
dress on Monday and will address s Jooal
oongregation today,

* %
Origla of Labor Day.

The late P, J. McGulrs was tha father of
Labor day. It was In 1881 that tha Ceniral
Labor union of New York came' Inio belng,
It was to this organization that Mr. McGuire,
who waa prominent in Its ranks, firat mada
the proposs) of s labor hollday, On Sept, &,
1882, the holiday was first celebrated. Tha
svents of ths day were limitsd to & labop
parads, and the demonstration wes made s
great success, From Jt has grown the gan~
aral observance,

P. J. McGuire became. secratary of the
netional organization which was just then
coming Into promlinence. Mr. Gompors was
already preaident of it. The two Worked un-
remittingly in an attempt to maks the ob-
servance general. Gradually it took shape,
ane state alter another logalizing the holiday,
Finally the national governmaent took action
which gave lta sanctlon to the hollday. It
made Labor day e holiday In the District of
Columbla and In the territories. Grower
Cleveland pigned the bill o0 Junas 28, 1304
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To Oregon bslonge the distinctlon of belng
the first state to create a labor hollday. It
was enacled Into law on Feb. 21, 1887. Colo-
rado followed within the month. The other
stntes passed laws in the following order;

In 1887, New Jorsey, New York, and Massa~
chusetts; in 1880, Connecticut, Nebraska. and
Pennsylvania; In 1800, Iowa and Ohio; In
1591, Malns, Washington, Montana, Kansgas,
Indiana, Tennesses, New Hampshire, Ilii-
nols, and Georgia and South Carolina; in
1802, Virginia, Utah, Loulsiana, and Ala-
bama; In 1803, Texan, Delawars, California,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Florlda, and Rhode
Island; In 1804, the District of Columbla and
territories; in 1805, Missourl
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l ABOR day marks a new epoch in the

annals of humen history. Itdifferses
sentinlly from some of the other holl-
days of the year In that it glorifies no
armed confilots or battlea of man’s
Prowesga over man. .

It s a deep seated propensily of human
nature to observe with appropriate ceriy-
monles the periodical return of certain times,
suspending the ordinary business of life on
certsin dnys for the purpose of preserving
the recollection of some {mportant event or
principle. The observance of such testivals
is an evidence of growing civitization. Our
Inferior fellow animals pursue en unvaried
course from day to day, but man varies his
H{e by elevating some days above others,

The Inatitution of the weekly resi &ay Or
festival called Sunday has heen of (ncalcu-
lable benefit to mankind, and in compara-
tively recent times there were numerox.u
other holidays to give needed relexation 0
the laborera and cheer the heart of man.

Among all the festive days ot the year, of
gll the daya commemorative of great spochs
in the world's.history, of all the days cele-
brated for one cause or another, there ls nat
one which stands 30 conapicuously for social
advancement of the common people as the
first Mondsy in September of each recurrlag

ear—labor day,
yLabor day l;{ho day conceded by no one
olass or aet of paople to another—It ia the
day of the workers, secured by the workers
for the workers and for ajl. Its observanoce
now {s manctioned by law Ia thirty-three
atates, in the District of Columbla, and In
the United States territories.

‘But Labor day, labor's holiday, was cel_o-
brated by organized labor years before s
recognition as a legal hollday by the enadi-
ment of law, It appears that & bengncenl
E“ﬂmu must be demonstrated by the pemﬂ;

sfore our leglslatures give it the QIEniLy o
the law'a authority,

L I .
. No Martial Glory. s

No martial glory of warlike pomp sig
Yabor day. T‘lu mu’;hln: host of workers
menifest their growing intelligence and unz
alterable determination for the effacemen
«of the unnatural and brutal causes Lhat
Impe] man 1o ralse his hand againat his
brather. . Labor day stands for induatrial
peace and for the tofler's economls, polit»
{ca), noclal, and maral advancement.

Organlzed labor In its essence presente &
rations), hence & peaceful means for the
introduction of normal, fair, and just condi-
tiona for all; so there ought mot and in the
near futurs will not be confllcts other than
thoss which are donducted normally, penos:
fully, and rightly, It I8, In the best senso,
the modern knighthood In defonse of thy
tolilng men, women, and children of our sy

ud . of the future,
."rha struggle of fabor is to free man from
his own weakneases, from his owp ou_pldn!-
trom his own untair, unjust, and unnoeces-
sarily crus) snvironmnts. The atruggle is

" for home and frsside, for & higher Hie, &

nobler manhood, womanhood, and childhood,
which may looi forwasd to the day of dee

liverancs from absurd economloe condltiony

and cruel burdens. The future wili substi-
tule the college and torum for the arsenal
and jail; the home, and not the factory, for
motherhood; the playground, school, and
sunlight, and not the mill or workshop, (or
childhood.

In our t!me, when so many look upon the
dark slde of the progress of the labor move-
ment, and predlet worke things in store tor
the laborer, it s not amiss to call attentlon
to the fact that the life of the human fomily
s one vast atruggle, and that though the
progress 1s not 8o swift s I, as well as some
of my lmpatient brotheras and elsters of
1abor, would llke It to be, yet the fact is that
in our decade wo can 8e¢s the rights of labor
more clearly defined, thoe vantage ground oh-
tajned of a olearer Insight into existing
wrongs, the more Inlelligent perception of
and determination to achleve labor's rights,

One Danger of Failure.

Thers {8 only one danger of the fallure
of constant and peaceful evolution for the
elimination of all abnormal condlitions un-
der which workers are compelled to toll,
and this danger Is the possible rallure of the
wage earnera to remllze the necessity of
more general and thorough organization in
the unions of thelr resvective trades

Such a [fallure beyond doubt would be
tnken advantage of by all the elementa which
prey upon and take advaninge of the weak,
and 1t 1s & source of great gratification
that ths workers have organized and fed-
erated mo largely and comprehenslvely that
there is little fear of & &tep backward, On
the contrary, the evidence shows that the
tollers have awakened 1o Lhe new found
powsr of organized effort, Never befors
in the history of our country have they been
80 well organized as they are today, and
the good work. ls golng on day by day.

In spite of the fact that occasionally we
heve great industria! dlsputes, yet the or-
ganized labor movement in Its essence stands
for Industrial peace, and presenta a ratlonal
method for the Inauguration of fairer and
more Just conditions for mll. The trade
union movement carries the scars of many
cruel battlea.of the past. It sxemplifies all
tendorness and genuine sympathy with the
suffererns of the present. It volces the hopes
/DA aspirations of the masses for future free-
dom and justice,

At no time in the,history of the world have
the workers demonstrated more clearly their
purposag not only to be just, but to demand
Justice. They realize that without organsza-~
tion in this day of concentrated wealth and
industry their Uves and thor libertles are
doom .They have organized, and wrs or-
ganlzing, with greater rapldity than sver,
The earneatness of their expreseions, the sin-
cerity of their actlons, the golldanity of thelr
movements, the frefornity which they ene
s S, TP o LIS e o
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Nothing to Overturs,

Our labor movement has no’ system
crush, It has nothing to mm'tur;.7 It pualz
ﬁo!el to bulld up. to develop, to rejuvenate

umanity, It stands for the right. It |s the
greatest protestant againm wrong, It iy the
defender of the weal, Its members maks
the sacrifices and bear the brunt of battle,
to obtain more equitable and humane condl-
tlons In the everyday lives of sl the people.
It may be true that here and there a set-
back ls encountered In the batile of labor;
but it I3 simply a akirmish, for the grand

. army I8 over moving onward and forward,

One column In our ranka may be defeated,
yet 1o only a reireat for greater organiine
tlon, better preparation for & mors propitious

time,
Splandid as has been the progrems (n op
(Contlnued on tirird pAge.),
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{Continued from Arat PAge.}
ganization and fedsration within the recent
past, yet there {s much to do to convincs the
yet unorganized workers that their duly to
themselves, their wives and children, thelr
fellow workers, their fellow men, is o o
ganlze and help in the great cause, We
must win or regain the confldence of the in-
different, negligent or ignorant nonuntoniat,
to impress on his mind that he who will not
stand with his brother for the right Is equally
responsible with the wrong doer for any
wrong dons, 'The excuse and justification for
tyranny 18 the servility and indifference of
the slave,

By the organization of the workers wo not
only quicken the consclence of those inclined
to the wrong, but we craates a healthler pub-
ila obinlon rezarding the great cause for

which wastand, Hence, our fellow unlonists,
rank and f{ils, officers, organizers, leaders,
in fact all, are devoting themselves unfalter-
ingly and persistentiy to the work of bring=~
ing tha nonunioniste within the fold of or-
ganization.

The workers can be fres. Justice and right
can and must be proclalmed, ostablished,
and maintalned.

The full realization of these principles and
potent purposes can come only by the work,
and, If necessary, the sacrifices, of tha hosts
of unlonisits throngh whose earnest eftort
must be fulfilled the mission to unite the
world of workera, and usher in the dawn of
that bright day of which the poets have
sung, philosoohers dreamed, and the work-
men struggled and yearned to achieve for
the human famlily.
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